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SYRIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1952

Mr. Montagu-Pollock to Mr. Eden.

{No. 5. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, Sth January, 1953.
I have the honour to submit a review of
political events in Syria for the year 1952,
for the composition of which I am indebted
to Mr. Ian Samuel, First Secretarv at this
embassy. A
I have, &c.
W. H. MONTAGU-POLLOCK.

Enclosure in No. 1
Svria : Annual Review for [952

The beginning of 1952 saw Colonel Shis-
hakli addressing himself to the tasks of
strengthening his control and of
gaining organised political support. He
almost certainly sounded the Nationalists,
the Republican bloc and some independents,
but none would work with him. He
wanted order and discipline, the lion’s share
of the budget for the Army, reform and the
last word for himself. To Syrian politicians
democracy meant licence, nephews in good
jobs and endless discussion.

2. Colonel Shishakli therefore began his
work without any broad-based political
backing but, ably supported by the secre-
taries-general acting as Ministers, he intro-
duced measures of land reform, taxation
reform, civil service discipline, trades union
organisation, rent control, &c. Some of
these measures were too ambitious but the
régime thought it better to enact them and
try to carry them out rather than to do
nothing. In particular the decree providing
for the distribution of land to peasants
proved unworkable and has already been
modified.

3. Other decrees aimed at promoting
Order and discipline. Exemptions from
conscription were abolished, the university
brought under Government control and
political activity forbidden to students.
teachers and civil servants. The judiciary

was also deprived of its independence.
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Most revolutionary of all, the Moslem
Brotherhood was suppressed. Later,
control of the press was added and editors
now take orders by telephone from a
colonel. These measures, however, were
resented by those who crave for intrigue and
turbulent politics and find self-expression in
street demonstrations. The abortive coup
at the end of the year was probably chiefly
due to the suppression of these instincts.

4. The army feels that foreigners are
usually spies and that contacts with them
and their culture will corrupt the Arabs. In
March it ordered the British Council and the
French and American cultural institutes to
close and tried to reduce foreign information
offices to ineffectiveness. The strong re-
action of the three Powers led to a tacit
agreement that work might go on, but it is
still necessary for it to be done circum-
spectly. Foreign traders also were penalised
by a decree (No. 151) which aimed at
ensuring that Syrian trade was in Syrian
hands. This was directed against the
Lebanese, but British managers were
threatened, As a result of strong represen-
tations the damage to British interests has
been kept to a minimum.

5. In the early summer it seems that
Colonel Shishakli decided that, as the old
political parties were unlikely to co-operate
with him on his terms, he had better form
a party of his own. This has emerged as the
Arab Liberation Movement dedicated to
reform at home and the fostering of Arab
unity abroad. The colonel’s intention was
to build up this party and then hold elec-
tions that would return it to power. Parlia-
mentary government, which Colonel Shis-
hakli often says that he wants to restore,
would then be resumed. Unfortunately no
one of consequence in Syria would join the
movement even when in June its leaders,
worthy men but with neither following nor
great ability, were formed into a Cabinet.
The new Ministers have made little
difference to the administration, though the
Foreign Minister, Dr. Rifa'i, has shown
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signs of ability and sense. At this time
General Selo who, as Prime Minister, had to
take many decisions for which he had
neither the time nor the brains, fell ill from
overwork and Colonel Shishakli appomnted
himself Vice-Premier. Since then General
Selo, who has recovered, has continued to
preside over the Council of Ministers,

but has become of less consequence
than ever. Towards the end of the
summer Colonel Shishakli began to

complain that the former politicians were
working against him, and to put discreet
pressure on civil servants and university
professors to join the movement in spite of
the ban on their joining political parties.
Even so, recruiting was far from brisk.

6. This was the state of opinion on 3rd
December when Colonel Shishakli cele-
brated a vear’s open dictatorship with a
big military parade in Damascus. This im-
pressive and well-organised performance
undoubtedly gained him new respect in
many quarters. But the harness had
already begun to gall and vet another coup
was being prepared. The colonel smothered
it, but he has been forced to dismiss some
twenty-four officers, including old friends,
senior technicians and able men. He blames
extremist politicians for suborning the
officers, but although Akram Hourani was
again active, it is not certain that the officers
were not working on their own account.
This abortive coup neatly underlines the
point that in spite of his absolute control
and some useful achievements, Colonel
Shishakli ends the year as he began it—
without organised political support.

7. His main achievement in internal
affairs is the imposition of calm and order
which has created a foundation on which
reform and prosperity can be built and has
made agitation difficult for the Communists,
whom the régime resolutely puts down. He
has also enacted some beneficial legislation
and, if hittle has yet come of it, it would be
#s wrong to be too cynical as to be over-
optimistic. The spirit of the country is
better, at any rate among the younger
people, and there is less apathy in the
administration. But with a shortage of
trained men and with much of the country’s
slender resources devoted to the army, the
advance will be slow.

8. Among the colonel’s acts must be listed
the agreement to settle the 80,000 refugees
now in Syria in return for $30 million pro-
vided by UN.RW.A.; but his statements
about the settlement in Syria of refugees
from outside are equivocal. Other plans
for economic development have barely

advapced: apart from the Rouj and Ghab
schemes there is talk and inspection but no
visible progress on any of the projects,
although the contract for the Lattakia port
has been awarded in shady circumstances to
a Yugoslav firm of doubtful competence.
F'he International Bank has not succeeded in
lending a cent. Lack of Syrian capital,
suspicion of foreign capital, lack of tech-
nicians and administrators, lack of vision
and lack of drive are the causes of this
situation.

Foreign Affairs

9. Colone! Shishakli has improved his
relations with Egypt, Iraq and Jordan and
has retained the friendship of France, the
United States and Saudi Arabia. He has
understood that Syria’s proximity and size
enable her to bully the Lebanon over
economic affairs. A link has been made
with Yugoslavia and only the German-
Israel reparations agreement prevents
cordiality between Syria and the Federal
Republic, for a number of the new Syrian
leaders, including the Foreign Minister,
seem to have a taste for German ways.

0. In Arab affairs Colonel Shishakli
believes that he had a leading part to play:
he speaks much of unity but undoubtedly
thinks unneighbourly thoughts of Iraq and
the Lebanon. His patron saint is Saladin,
who united the powers of Egypt and Syria
and defeated the invaders of Palestine. He
welcomed General Neguib’s success in
Egypt and believes he can work with
a fellow-soldier. Traq has recognised
his' régime, but his suspicious mind
still fears that Syria may be engulfed
in the Fertile Crescent, and he regards
both Jordan and Iraq as not free agents
because of their treaties with the United
Kingdom. Although the aim of the Arab
Liberation Movement is to free Arab lands
from such shackles, the régime probably has
sense enough to begin with co-operation
in smaller matters, such as trade, pass-
ports, &c.

1. Syria participates wholeheartedly in
maintaining hatred of Israel and in the
boycott. There are no signs that Colonel
Shishakli is willing to accept any feasible
solution to the Palestine problem or that his
régime could survive if he did.

12. Relations with the United Kingdom
and the Western Powers depend much on
the delivery of arms. Official cordiality
towards the British flew in with the first
Meteor jet aircraft to be delivered; and the
sale of other military equipment and the
offer of air training facilities have also

helped to improve our position. While the
Syrian press still accuses us of being
imperialists, colonisers and partisans of
Israel, a more co-operative attitude on the
part of Government officials is distinctly
noticeable.

113. ‘The French, generally speaking, have
maintained their influence, though they
have had a bad press over North Africa and
feel diminished by our delivery of jet air-
craft and offers of training. Nevertheless.
their long lead in cultural matters, their
virtual monopoly of training in the Syrian
Army and their continued supply of equip-
ment keeps them in Colonel Shishakli's
good books.

14. At the beginning of the vear the
Americans were offering several million
dollars of mutual security money, but the
Syrians vaguely felt that they would be
swamped by foreigners and the American
way of life if they signed the agreements.
For a comparatively small sum they did not
think this risk worth taking.

15. Unfortunately  agreements  with
foreigners, unless the benefits to Syria are
dazzling, may give a handle to Colonel
Shishakli’s enemies who can claim that he
has sold out to the West. He would like
Syria to be a member of a Middle East
Defence Organisation. not only because he
would expect thereby to obtain arins in
greater quantity and on more favourable
terms but also because he knows, and has
publicly admitted, that neutrality is im-
possible. It is, however, difficult for him to
speak his mind on this subject until his
internal position is impregnable. The same

difficulty lies in the way of his coming to an
agreement with the Iraq Petroleum Com-
pany (from which he is now trying to
Squeeze more money), with UN.RW.A.
over refugees and even, to a smaller extent,
with the International Bank. It seems that
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only a decisive step by Egypt into the
Western camp would remove this inhibition.

Economic

16. During 1952 Syria has pursued a
policy of building up the strength and inde-
pendence of her economy with some
success. The main emphasis has been on
agricultural development in which the land
reform plans formed part. The wheat
harvest was satisfactory and 244,000 tons
of grain were exported. The cotton crop,
which was affected by disease, totalled
35,000 tons and 33,690 tons were exported.
However, about 20,000 tons remain unex-
ported, with the result that many growers
are reverting to safer grain crops.

17. Local industries have been encour-
aged by a protectionist policy which has
prohibited the import of a wide range of
goods and by tax exemptions and other
facilities for new and expanding industries.
Decree No. 151 (see paragraph 4 above)
compelled firms established outside but
operating in Syria to have Syrian nationals
or companies with 66 per cent. Syrian
capital only as their agents.

18. Syro-Lebanese economic relations
have been strained throughout the year.
Attempts to improve these have failed
because Syria’s economy appears for the
time being to benefit from its greater
independence.

19. Draft laws for monetary reform and
for the establishment of a Government
Central Bank have continued to be under
consideration. Dr. Schacht visited the
country in December to advise on these and
other matters and generally approved the
Government’s policy.

20. The budget for the period 1st July,
1951, to 31st December, 1952, was balanced
at  £Syr. 265 million, which includes
£Syr. 108,076,000 for defence.
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PROSPECTS OF THE ARAB LIBERATION MOVEMENT

Mr. Montagu-Pollock 1o Mr. Eden.

(No. 44. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, March 31, 1953,
Damascus despatch No. 156 of 10th
October gave an account of the difficulties
that Colonel Shishakli was encountering in

building up his political party, the Arab

Liberation Movement, but recent reports
from this post have referred to the colonel’s

47051
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stalements to the effect that parliamentary
elections would be held very soon. Since
it is clearly his intention that the movement
should be returned to power in the elections,
it should follow that he regarded the
movement as being now ready to form a
parliamentary majority and to govern the
country behind this democratic fagade. If
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this were so I and my staff should be con-
stantly meeting Syrians who have jume_d
the movement and we should be in a posi-
tion to give you an accurate account of its
composition and strength. In fact, apart
from the Cabinet Ministers, I have met only
one Syrian who admits to having joined the
movement and most of us can find none at
all. Her Majesty’s Consul in Aleppo,
where recruiting drives have been 1In
progress for months, appears to know
equally few.

2. In his despatch under reference
Mr. Samuel gave a number of reasons why
the movement found so little support:
fear that another military event (as coups
d'Erar are now called here) might result in
adherents to the movement being victim-
ised, a dislike of being under a military
thumb, the general lack of incentive, under
present conditions in the Middiﬁlh“alst, to
enter politics and perhaps the activities of
the old political parties. Another deterrent,
curiously enough, seems to be ordinary
human snobbery: the leaders of the move-
ment are, one hears on all sides, nobodies
with whom it is ridiculous to associate; a
notable of Aleppo recently remarked to
Her Majesty’s Consul, “It is hard to
imagine Zafer Rifa’i reviewing international
affairs with Mr. Eden.” In his letter to
Mr. Ross of 5th September Mr. Samuel
suggested also that some lingering love for
democracy, however impure that love may
be, might be deterring members of the
professional classes from joining a totali-
tarian party, and I believe that that does in
fact constitute a hindrance for many
educated people.

3. Another factor which may detract
from any dignity the movement might have
is the odour of dishonesty that hangs about
it. No amount of official verbiage, and
there is a great deal, can obscure the fact
that the movement is an ordinary political
party, and that teachers, Government
servants, soldiers and students are not
allowed to join parties. Again its very name
is false, for Syria is not enslaved, except by
her own defects, and the word " Liberation™
in the title has little relevance to her
problems.

4. However, in spite of the lack of
evidence that the movement is attracting
widespread support or throwing up effec-
tive leaders, very serious efforts are still
being made to build it up. Branches have
been opened in many rural towns and bus
loads of peasants are brought in from the
countryside to be harangued and enrolled

by a4 Cabinel Minister who belongs to the
district. The country and the newspapers
are flooded with oratory in praise of the
régime and 1 cannot ignore Colonel
Shishakli's repeated statements that he will
hold elections soon. 1 deduce that there
must be some support for this movement
and, from Colonel Shishakli’s persistence,
that he must have solid hopes that it will
gain momentum, In the first place it
appears that some of the urban labouring
class, particularly in Aleppo, have been won
over to the régime by the appointment _af
judges to deal promptly with labour dis-
putes and by the fact that these judges pay
more attention to the labourer’s rights than
to his obligations. Statistically the move-
ment has also gained as a result of pressure
to join exerted by the police in the rougher
quarters of Damascus and Aleppo. The
movement also seems to be popular among
students, most of whom are, of course,
ultra-nationalist. It is so difficult to find
out what, if anything, the illiterate peasant
thinks that it would be misleading if I
were to attempt to say where his sympathies
lay in this matter, but the more prosperous
farmers do not approve of the régime and
its movement: they think that the Govern-
ment interferes too much in agriculture,
sometimes for the private profit of its
members. Merchants are divided: Decree
No. 151, which aimed at putting Syrian
commerce in Syrian hands, was naturally
popular and other business men favour the
policy of protection and control which is
being followed by the Government and
which is laid down as a principle in the
Charter of the Arab Liberation Movement.
On the other hand, the business community
strongly dislikes being forced to give
voluntary contributions to the army and
police and generally disapproves of military
dictatorship. Among the professional
classes only a wvery small number have
joined and it is difficult to avoid the con-
clusion that those that have, have done so
in order to obtain good jobs: there is
evidence that there are pickings to be had.
A fair number of civil servants are members
but, as indicated in the despatch under
reference, they are not far from being
pressed men. This tentative assessment of
the support given to the movement does at
least account for the lack of leaders and for
the feeling among upper-class Syrians that
it is unworthy: a party which derives its
main support from a section of the urban
proletariat, a few merchants and some
reluctant civil servants is nol, in the

illiterate state of Syria, likely to throw up
obvious leaders or induce patriotic fervour.

5. If there is nothing in the movement’s
charter to arouse enthusiasm, there is also
nothing to which the average Syrian
nationalist will take exception. From the
enclosed copy(’) vou will see that it lays
great stress on Arab unity and claims that
the Arab countries are one and indivisible.
It has also been made clear in Colonel
Shishakli’s speeches mm support of ne
movemen( that he regards Syria as the
leader in the campaign for unity. The only
article on foreign policy promises a con-
tribution to the liberation of Arab peoples
from * imperialism™ and the rest of the
charter is devoted to internal affairs. In
this field the movement may be said to be
National Socialist, with the State under-
taking to establish justice. equality, pros-
perity, education. health, women’s rights,
agricultural  development, sport, [ull
emplovment, land distribution, sound
labour relations and social security: its
economic policy is dirigiste. There is no
doubt but that Colonel Shishakli intends to
put into force to the best of his ability this
internal programme and, as you are aware,
he has already introduced measures, of a
sort, to control Syrian commerce and keep
itin Syrian hands, to protect local industries
and to distribute land. Help has also been
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given to trades unions. Damascus despatch
No, 160 set out some of the Foreign
Minister’s ideas on the foreign policy of the
movement and I have nothing to add to that
account,

6. It ig difficult to sum up the prospects
‘of the Arab Liberation Movement because
is main enemy is not aclive opposition
{which indeed comes only from the small
number of Communists) but the apathy of
a people who do not like being ruled any-
way and who are particularly disinclined to
help a military régime to forge an instro-
menl for controlling them. Moreover, if it
15 logically possible to foment apathy it is
not unlikely that the old political parties
and leaders are doing so. It must also be
remembered that the survival of the move-
ment is more likely to depend on the
survival of Colone! Shishakli than on any
other factor, If he retains his power, the
movement is likely to remain even if its
political structure is artificial. If he does
not, it is likely to disappear with him.

7. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch
(without enclosure) to Her Majesty’s Repre-
sentatives at Cairo, Bagdad, Tel Aviv,
Amman, Jedda and Beirut and, with
enclosure, to the head of the British Middle
East Office.

[ have, &c.

W. H. MONTAGU-POLLOCK.

(") Not printed,
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ANGLO-SYRIAN RELATIONS

Mr. Montagu-Pollock ro Sir W. Churchill,

(No. 96. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, June 17, 1953,
At the end of my three years' mission to
Syria 1 have the honour to submit to you
some reflexions on the country and its
Government. I shall not try to analyse
those major problems—Syrian-Israeli rela-
tions, refugees, Middle East defence,
economic development and oil—which are
at the heart of Anglo-Syrian relations, partly
because they have been dealt with exhaus-
tively by this and other posts in the region,
and partly because, I regret to say, I can
see no significant change in Syria’s attitude
to any one of these problems in the last three
years. It is true that various Syrian leaders
have made encouraging noises both about
resettling refugees and about developing the
country, but so far very little indeed has

{ Received June 29)

actually been done and the cold, ncgative
attitude to these matters does not seem o
have changed. Moreover, on the question
of oil Syria’s attitude has changed, if at all,
for the worse and the determination to
squeeze more money from the Irag Petro-
leum Company and Tapline is probably
stronger than it was.

2. In these circumstances it has been my
task, while doing my best, without much
success, o achieve something in the spheres
I have mentioned, to conduct a hoiding
operation. It has been the case that during
almost the whole of my stay in Syria, and
more particularly during the last eighteen
months, British institutions, British com-
merce and British subjects have been con-
stantly sniped at and all too frqucq%ly
subjected to serious attack by the Syran
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authorities, Usually this hostility has not
been confined to or even directed chiefly at
the British but as the United States has fewer
hostages in Svria and as France, by virtue of
her policy of training and equipping the
Syrian armed forces and her strong opposi-
tion o Syre-Iraqi Union, has better means
of pressure than we have, it has seemed
that the British, among the Western Powers,
have had to withstand the burden of the
hostility. At various times during the past
three vears serious attempts have been made
to shut down my Information Department
and the British Council; the nationalistic
commercial Law No. 151 threatened and
still threatens to cause serious difficulties to
British firms: and the boycott of Israel has
threatened British ships, firms and indi-
viduals. British subjects have suffered from
the attentions of the police on ridiculous
charges that they were Jews, a British Mis-
sion school has been forced to close (though
the fault was not wholly with the Syrians)
and British experts are deliberately excluded
from Syria in many fields. In addition the
I.P.C. suffers constant pin-pricks, though it
normally prefers to conduct its own defence.
Above all the press maintains an incessant
clamour of spiteful, schoolboy insults.

3. By and large the line has been held but
every attack has had to be resisted by pro-
tests and often prolonged representations at
high levels. As a general rule I should say
that it is impossible to right the most trivial
injustice without recourse to at least the
Secretary-General of a Ministry or the Chief
of Police; in appropriate cases it is prudent
to approach both: more important matters
can be settled only by approaching the
Minister for Foreign Affairs, General
Shishakli or General Selo. T am sure that
we should not have held the position as well
as we have if the fourteen Meteors had not
been supplied and the possibility of further
military help held out.

4. This unfriendly attitude towards the
United Kingdom and the Western Powers
has been greatly accentuated by events in
Palestine. Now that the Syrians suffer from
a burning sense of injustice they feel that
the inflicting of injustice on others is not a
think to worry about: I do not believe that
this amounts to deliberate retaliation but
rather to a strong reluctance to stand in the
way of harm coming to those who have
harmed them. )

5. The next difficulty in dealing with Syria
to-day springs from the Syrians’ ignorance
of affairs outside the Arab World. Many
times it has seemed to me that not only the
somewhat ignorant soldiers now in control,

but even the experienced and travelled poli-
ticians of former régimes, had no conception
whatever of the way a Western statesman
reasoned or what considerations influenced
him. For Syrians international relations are
simply a bazaar intrigue designed to achieve
some immediate and usvally insignificant
object. I this is correct, it accounts for
their willingness to cut off their noses to spite
their face, for their habit of imputing the
most fantastic motives to foreign statesmen
and for their inability to grasp long-term
issues.  All too frequently in the Middle
East we hear that it is essential for the West
to make an effort to understand the Arabs,
Of course many such attempts have been
and are being made. But little headway will
be achieved unless the Arabs can be per-
suaded to make some effort to understand
our mind, our belief in cause and effect and
in the necessity of compromise. Too often
now this lack of comprehension and
ignorance of the Western mind leads to a
contempl for it; its arguments are brushed
aside without consideration on the ground
that, since they emanate from the West, they
must be either silly or they conceal an
ulterior motive.

6. This ignorance of the foreigner,
heightened by innate xenophobia and the
bitterness and mistrust engendered by the
Palestine affair, results in extreme sensi-
tivity to foreign advice. Three other in-
gredients, the Arab’s pride, his memories
of the French Mandate and his fears of
being overwhelmed by the bustling and
numerous Americans, also enter into this.
The result is that you cannot now give
money or help or advice to Syria except with
the utmost tact. Point IV aid is refused;
Mr. Dulles was told that Syria objected to
signing formal agreements and anything that
smacks of a link with the West is either
rejected or, as in the case of a small pre-
liminary agreement with the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency about resettling
refugees, concealed. A few experis are
accepted from international organisations
but it is usually asked that they should not
be either British, French or American and
their services are often not appreciated.

7. This brings me to the incompetence of
the Syrian Government. There is probably
no need to labour this point, but to me it
seems almost incredible that the Govern-
ment machine should be capable of so little
in the way of positive achievement. This
inefficiency is a major factor in our relations
with Syria, for it means that little or no pro-
gress can be expected in Syria until either
the administration and technical services are

enormously improved or foreign experts and
help are accepted on the necessary scale. At
the moment neither seems at all likely.
When 1 see what heavy weather the Syrians
make about organising anything, it is incon-
ceivable that the resettlement of half a mil-
lion refugees could be carried through: so
many scaemes, the latest is the land reform,
fail or hang fire because no one really thinks
or plans ahead. ;

5. After having experienced both Syrian
** democratic " politicians and a Syrian dic-
tator and having, of course, considered the
dictators and “ democrats " who ruled be-
fore my arrival, I am wondering whether
there is really very much difference, from
our point of view. between the various
régimes, and whether the points I have tried
to make above—the Syrians’ obsession with
Palestine, their ignorance of the outside
world, their resentment of foreign influence
and their vast incompetence—do not con-
stitute the reason for this lack of difference.
Built on such foundations no régzime can
achieve much: General Shishakli’s achieve-
ment does not now amount to much more
than a restoration of order and calm, the
suppression of Muslim fanaticism, a lessen-
ing of intrigue and corruption and a promise
of reforms. Except for the last these are
negative achievements, valuable though they
are, and the last remains a promise even
though I should judge that the general’s
chance of redeeming it, if he survives, are
slightly better than his predecessors—but
only slightly.

9. The future does not therefore look
promising: T can see only one gleam of
light: this is that in spite of all the offences
that the Syrians believe that we have com-
mitted against them, many retain a belief

7

in our political skill which is often combined
with feelings of personal friendship for indi-
vidual British officers, officials or business
men. At its lowest this feeling leads Syrians
to regard us as the least bad of the Western
", imperialists,” more worthy of respect and
trust than the French and less ostentatious
and less dangerous to “ arabism ™ than the
numerous and over-eager Americans. At its
best the feeling enables Syrians to retain
their faith that the British will not only sur-
mount their own difficulties but pull the
Arabs out of theirs as well. Unfortunately
for Her Majesty's Representatives in Syria
it 13 not, generally speaking, the Syrian
Government official nor the type now being
attracted to General Shishakli's régime who
holds these views. Our friends, like so many
of the good elements in the country, are
estranged from the régime if not altogether
disgusted with politics. But they exist: it
15 to them that our information and cultural
work must be directed in the hope that they
will come to the top in the end and show
themselves more worthy and capable of
power than those at present in office. In the
meantime, while doing nothing to discon-
cert our friends, we must do our best with
the officials and the régime. General
Shishakli’s policy towards the British is
clearly to get all he can out of them and give
a trickle of goodwill in return: our policy
towards him can be on the same lines.

10. T am sending copies of this despatch
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at Cairo,
Washington, Bagdad, Amman, Jedda, Tel
Aviv, Beirut and to the Head of the British
Middle East Office, Fayid.

I have, &c.
W. H. MONTAGU-POLLOCK.

EY 1018/9
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ELECTION OF GENERAL SHISHAKLI AS PRESIDENT OF SYRIA

Mr. Gardener 1o Lord Salisbury. (Received July 20)

(No. 106. Confidential) Damascus,
My Lord Marquess, July 13, 1953.
In my telegram No. 146 of the 13th of July
| informed Your Lordship that General
Shishakli had been elected President of
Syria and that the draft Constitution
discussed in Damascus despatch No. 98 of
the 24th of June had been approved by the
People. The voting was carried out in an

orderly manner and the press anncunces
that the percentage of those voting in favour
of General Shishakli and his Constitution
was in the region of ninety, though this
varied from district to district and was
admitted to be only 65 in Soueida in the

Druze country. There is a good deal of
evidence that the calm of the elections was
the calm of resignation and until the evening
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of polling day, it seems, the percentage of
those voting was considered by the
authorities to be embarrassingly low, so
various expedients are said, on good
authority, to have been resorted to: youths
and girls under voting age were invited by
policemen to supplement the efforts of their
elders and the supervising staff in the booths
also helped to fill up the ballot boxes: all
Government employees and soldiers
received direct orders to vote.

2. On the day following the election,
Saturday the 11th of July, General Shishakli
formally took over his office from General
Selo and accepted the resignation of the
Cabinet. The former Ministers are
carrying on as caretakers until the President
appoints SUccessors.

3. Thus all has gone according to General
Shishakli’s plan and it is doubtful if any
literate in the country is deceived by the
manoeuvres of the last few weeks: the
Government remains in the same hands as
before and power is retained by the same
rather disreputable means. It 1s true that
during the election period and since the
Opposition, which Mr. Samuel referred to
in his despatch under reference, has
published daily attacks on General
Shishakli’s dictatorship and that hostile
petitions from more or less important groups
continue to be openly circulated. But this
activity is dying down and already the chief
organ of the Opposition, the Homs paper
Al Suri Al Jedid, has ceased publication
“ because its type has become worn out.”

4. If nothing has changed it may be asked
why General Shishakli should bother to
stage the comedy. He is a man with a
decided preference for the shadows and no
Syrian dictator can forget the fate of
Husni al Zaim who thrust himself into the
limelight and was shot within four months.
I think that the reason for General
Shishakli's move lies in his craving for
legality and constitutional forms. Ever
since he came into the open as dictator in

November 1951 he has been saying that he

would restore parliamentary Government as
soon as possible. This is not because ol any
love of or even respect for Parliaments as
such but because herealises that the illegality
of his position before the recent election
offered a dangerous weapon to his enemies.
The old politicians of the People’s and
Nationalist Parties, the sinister men around
Akram Hourani, and dissident groups like
that of Colonei Saffa could all rally support
against the régime on the ground that it was
unconstitutional. Worst of all, no doubt.
in General Shishaklis eves was the thought
that the Iragis might have an excuse to
intervene in Syria in the name of legitimism.
The General knows that words like
*“democracy " “ parliamentary Gaovern-
ment ™ and “the rule of law,” although
hopelessly misunderstood here, have a
charm that can be dangerous to those who
disregard it. It was therefore necessary to
bring these words over to serve on his side.
But it was equally necessary to ensure that
he did not thereby lose any of his power.

5. This is the explanation of recent events.
A Constitution has been evolved which
looks, and indeed could be, democratic in
the Western sense and it has been brought
into force after an election which was no
worse conducted than most in these parts.
Unobtrusive emphasis on some articles of
the Constitution rather than others and a
carefully elected Chamber of Deputies will
enable the President to have his way in all
important felds as effectively as he did
before. The difference is that plotters now
can be represented as working not against
a Colonel but against a President of the
Republic with a 90 per cent. majority behind
him.

6. I am sending copies of this despatch to
Her Majesty's Representatives in Ankara,
Amman, Beirut, Jedda and Tel Aviv, to the
Head of the British Middle East Office and
to Her Majesty’s Chargés d’Affaires in Cairo
and Bagdad.

I have, &c.
A. 1. GARDENER,

EY 1018/21

No.
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RECENT SYRIAN ELECTIONS: THE FORMATION OF A CHAMBER
OF DEPUTIES

Mr. Gardener to Mr. Eden. ‘(Received October I7)

u‘llfén. 170. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, / October 14, 1053,

With reference to my telegram No. 226
of the 11th of October about the results of
the Syrian elections, I have the honour to
report that President Shishakli has suc-
ceeded in forming a Chamber of Deputies
of whose eighty-two members at least sixty
are known adherents of his Arab Liberation
Movement. Estimates of the actual num-
ber vary since the movement did not stand
ds & party. Many were returned unopposed.
The rest of the Chamber will comprise a
few Independents and one member of the
P.P.S., which sponsored more than twenty
candidates. Several women stood. for the
first time, but none got in.

2, The President’s outward success must
be qualified. First, nearly all the new mem-
bers are nonentities. Secondly, though
everyone expected the dice to be loaded in
favour of the President’s men, many people
have been disgusted at the degree of fraud
to which the régime thought it necessary to
go. Many well-founded tales are current
Ef the stuffing of the ballot boxes, and of

persuasion " exercised by officials on non-
movement candidates to withdraw so that
movement men might get in unopposed.
Nobody believes that £:‘m::-rf.: lhanpﬁt}l—iﬂ
per cent. of the urban population voted:
more may have done so in country dis-
tricts under pressure from local officials.
No official percentages have yet been
dannounced.

3. As I said in my despatch No. 130 of
the 18th of August, T believe that General
Shishakli had hoped to have attracted into
Parliament sufficient men of goodwill and
high standing in the country to form both
4 worthy Arab Liberation Movement
Majority group and a respectable minority
Opposition. If his plan had been successful,
the President would have obtained political
Support for his reforming movement and
would have to some extent disguised the
I’;a_m that the régime is a military dictator-
ship.

4. In the event, though, the fears which
I expressed in this despatch have combined
to frustrate the President's hopes. The
tactics of the coalition of the former
Nationalist and People’s Parties dissuaded
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nearly all men of note and of former poli-
tical experience from standing for Parlia-
ment, and internal dissensions within the
movement itself, notably the break between
the President and Dr. Rifa'i, lowered still
further the calibre of the candidates.

5. As the President found that the
chances of gaining his object were fading,
he sought refuge in caution and fell back
on his control of the country through the
army and of the administration through his
supporters in the Ministry of the Interior,
Mohafazats and provincial offices. Thus at
least he could ensure that the elections
should proceed calmly and that his
nominees should be elected.

6. Unfortunately for the President his
tactics became obvious to all. The press,
which had been allowed rather more sCope
than usual over the election period, was not
2.-'|0W to criticise officials in towns and vil-
lages for giving an unfair advantage to
movement cancidates and everybody knew
that the Minister of the Interior had resigned
because he could no longer stomach the
abuses of electoral freedom which were car-
ried out by the Secretary-General of the
Ministry of the Interior on the President’s
orders. Thus the President, through an
excess of caution, lost more in prestige within
the country than he could hope to gain by
his nominal electoral triumph.

7. One wonders how the Nationalist and
Populist Opposition, who have now suc-
ceeded in their design to show up the Presi-
dent’s lack of popular support and to
diminish his prestige, will seek to exploit
the situation. They may now try to whip
up popular feeling in their favour by
alleging that the President’s election tactics
and the results thereof show that he has lost
his grip on the country. They may aspire
to find and suborn disillusioned army
officers without whose aid they could
scarcely hope to overthrow the President.
However, the prevailing note among the
people throughout the election period has
been one of indifference and one would not
expect appreciable elements of the army,
which, though voteless, has most to gain
from the continuance of army rule, to rise
against him. Perhaps the Opposition are
pinning their hopes on a factor which I
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think could conceivably bring about active
resistance to the President, namely, a serious
worsening of the economic situation here.
It is a fact that at present, owing to the fall
in world grain prices, the Syrians have been
holding out against selling cheaply the
greater part of their abundant cereals crop
for 1953. A member of my stafl has very
recently seen thousands ol sacks of gramn
from the Jezireh standing out in the open
around the railway yards at Aleppo,
Latakia and Homs. They appear to be
very poorly protected against the rain
which is to be expected at the beginning of
winter. Unless these stocks are cleared

soon a serious loss may be caused to the
Syrian economy. I will continue to watch
closely what would seem to contain the
elements of a potentially dangerous situa-
tion both from the economic and political
angles.

8. 1 am sending a copy of this despatch
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at
Amman, Ankara, Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo,
Jedda, Paris, Tel Aviv and Washington and
to the Head of the British Middle East
Office.

I have, &c.
A. J. GARDENER.

EY 1018/24

No. 6

OPENING OF THE RECENTLY-ELECTED SYRIAN PARLIAMENT
ON OCTOBER 24, 1953

A Summary of President Shishakli’s Speech

Mr. Gardener 10 Mr. Eden.

(No. 174. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, October 28, 19353.

1 have the honour to report that the
recently-clected Syrian Parhament was
formally opened by President Shishakli on
the 24th of October. The last Parliament
was dissolved in December 1951, shortly
after the coup d’Erar which brought the
President to power.

2. As a gesture to the fagade of
democracy which he has created, the
President appeared in civilian clothes—the
first time he has done so in public to my
knowledge since he assumed power.
Nevertheless, his arrival and departure were
accompanied by all the trappings of a
military dictatorship and the tone in which
he delivered his speech was reminiscent of
the strident oratory of Nazi Germany.
Surprisingly enough the content of the
speech, of which I enclose a summary.()
was moderate and not without a certain
touch of statesmanship. The President
spoke for over an hour during which he
expounded the Government's internal and
foreign policy. His speech was occasionally
punctuated by prolonged applause, par-
ticularly in the section dealing with
Palestine, ‘

3. Coming so soon after the Qibya
incident and at a time when the Jordan
Waters dispute was uppermost in Syrian

{ Received Ocrober 31)

minds, the President’s references to Syrian-
[sraeli relations were comparatively mild.
They confirm my beliel that, while frontier
incidents may well occur, the Syrians do not
at present intend to mount a large-scale
attack against the Israelis. For this, public
opinion would have to be prepared and the
President’s speech, with its attendant
publicity, would have provided a suitable
opportunity for the opening of an intensive
hate campaign.

4, The section of the President’s speech
devoted to the Mediterranean countries
seemed to indicate a new line of thought in
Syrian foreign policy. His friendly refer-
ences to Greece, Yugoslavia and ltaly and
his conciliatory but firm approach to Syrian
differences with Turkey make it clear that
the present régime regard Syria as a
Mediterranean no less than an Arab Power.
Coupled with the surprising absence of
any direct reference to the Soviet Union,
the United States and ourselves, this section
of the President’s speech provides addi-
tional evidence of Syria’s * neutralism "—
her determination not to commit herself as
between East and West and to avoid un-
necessary entanglements with the Great
Powers. The counterpart of this policy is
to enter into closer relations with the
smaller countries as a measure of political
and economic reinsurance. Indeed, from

(") Not printed.

this point of view, the speech was more
significant in its omissions than in its actual
content,

3. The reference to France and North
Africa is ambiguous. It is difficult to say
whether the President intended his remarks
as friendly advice or a veiled threat. At all
events, my French colleague takes the
rosier view and seems gratified that, alone
among the Big Four, France qualified for a
mention.

6. While the sections devoted to Arab
unity, Middle East security and economic
union with the Lebanon ran true to form, it
is noteworthy that the President’s insistence
on the Arab fatherland did not prevent him
from attacking Iraq (though not by name)
as a centre for intrigues against the present
régime. He made it clear, however, that
Syria had no expansionist aims and that
Arab unity must be achieved through a
process of integration of which the Arab
League is the first manifestation.

7. So far as internal politics are con-
cerned the President seems willing enough
to encourage a responsible opposition. He
allowed a good deal of liberty to the press
during the election campaign: but 1 am
doubtful whether he will be able to main-
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tain this attitude if, as seems likely, the
opposition becomes more restive and its
activities threaten to bring down the present
régime.

8. The President’s internal programme is
ambitious but has clearly not got beyond
the stage of generalities. Broadly speaking,
the measures which he envisages are
sensible and an essential part of any policy
aimed at the economic and social develop-
ment of the country. But it remains to be
seen whether the Government, intent on
building up the army, will be able to find
the money or, indeed, the energy and
trained staff to embark on a programme of
this sort. Temporary palliatives rather
than the steady pursuit of long-term
objectives are characteristics of Syrian
political life. 1 therefore doubt whether the
present régime will prove different in this
respect from its predecessors.

9. I am sending copies of this despatch
to Her Majesty’s Representatives at
Amman, Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Cairo, Jedda,
Beirut, Bagdad, Paris, Washington and
Ankara and to the head of the British
Middle East Office.

I have, &c.
A. GARDENER.

EY 1018/28
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REPORT ON OPPOSITION TO THE SHISHAKLI REGIME

Mr. Gardener 1o Mr. Eden.

(No. 183. Secret) Damascus,
Sir, December 7, 1953.

Recently in Aleppo and Damascus I have
met some former friends, prominent in the
Nationalist and People’s Parties, who have
told me something of the opposition to the
Shishakli régime. Their remarks I now
have the honour to report, together with
some observations of my own.

2. I think that the opposition parties.
Comprising the Nationalist, People’s, Arab
Socialist, Ba'ath and Syrian Popular Parties
(but excluding the Communists), while
Bratified, were rather surprised at the
Smallness of the vote cast throughout the
Country for General Shishakli’s party (the
Arab Liberation Movement), who stood for
election in October last. Naturally enough,
they attribute this result to the coalition's
boycott of the elections. This claim I
Consider rather exaggerated since I think

disinterest in politics, which have now lost

Must of their novelty, and a reasonably good

(Received December 12)

eéconomic situation also contributed to keep
people away from the polls.

3. Though the Opposition is much
encouraged both by the election result and
by the fact that the coalition has managed,
almost miraculously, considering the nature
of Arab politics, to hold together, it is quite
unable to decide how effectively to oppose
General Shishakli in the political field.
Their problem is the usual one experienced
when a political party seeks to oppose by
democratic means a régime which is
dictatorial even though that fact is, in the
case of Syria, to some extent disguised by
democratic appendages, e.g., a Parhament.
The Opposition cannot make its presence
felt in Parliament where all the members are
pro-Shishakli.  Alternatively individual
members of the Opposition fear to give overt
expression to their views by holding public
meetings, publishing tracts, &c., lest they be
punished by a jail sentence. Perhaps they
know each other too well to believe that a
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sufficient number of their movement could,
by banding themselves firmly together, make
it impossible for General Shishakl
effectively to take action against them.

4. Meanwhile all my friends spoke
urgently of the nead to unite Syria and Irag
—it being taken as axiomatic that as soon
as this took place Jordan would immediately
join in. Curiously enough the Lebanon,
Saudi Arabia and the Persian Gull States
were not mentioned. According to their
declarations some B0 per cent. of their
membership was in favour of such a union
and among their membership there were,
they said, many former and present officers
of the army who were personally opposed to
General Shishakli. One of my [riends
expressed the view that the union would
already have been brought about were it nol

for the opposition of Her Majesty’s
Government. According to him, the great

majority of Iraqis would welcome the union
but the highly placed Iragis spoke with
reserve on this matter out of respect for Her
Majesty's Government’s views. Another
person took the view that the union could
never take place as long as General
Shishakli was in power since not only was
he opposed to such a change for personal
reasons, fearing loss of power, but also
because Saudi Arabia was subsidising
Syrian notables to prevent the increase of
Hashemite power which would result from
Syro-Iragian union. According to this
person, (though it seems curious that he
should be so well informed), General
Shishakli has already received over a
£100,000 (sterling) from Saudi Arabia.

5. While the topic of Syro-Iragian unity
has been ventilated for some years, it is
interesting that it should now come to the
fore again and with such insistence. Apart
from the basic principle of Arab unity, one
motive, freely admitted to me by one person,
was Syrian determination to share in the
wealth of Iraq resulting from its oil, This
person expressed the view that the Syrians,
with their superior brains and culture [sic]
would rapidly gain control of the two
countries and divert much of the fertilising
stream of Iraqi oil revenues to the benefit
of the Syrian economy. Another probable
motive, for which, however, 1 have no
evidence. is that the Opposition parties may
see in the union a chance of discrediting
General Shishakli (notably for denying the
Syrians a chance to put their hand in Iraq
pockets) and eventually of getting rid of him
even were the final result to be the extension
of Hashemite rule to Syria.

6. How far General Shishakli is aware ol
the views and possibly intrigues of the
Opposition with Iragi politicians, I am
unable to say. He has a very good secret
police force and there seems little doubt that
he knows much of what is happening. For
that reason, I think it would not be discreet
to pursue my enquiries much further at the
moment. However much he may know,
General Shishakli has not so far takzan
repressive action against the Opposition
leaders. Indeed his tactics as far as these
latter are concerned are to invite them to
join his Government, thereby serving two
ends, firstly to give his dictatorial Govern-
ment a veneer of democracy and secondly to
sow dissension among the Opposition. 50
far, with the exception of Assad Haroun
{now Minister of Justice) who in any case
was not a prominent figure, no leading
member of the Opposition has accepted his
invitation, though he has offered ministerial
posts to four of them during the last month.

7. These refusals are based on the
following considerations: (1) to accept office
now would imply the recognition of the
Shishakli Constitution which no democrat
can do without hopelessly compromising
himself; (2) to accept office would not mean
to  gain  pOWer. General  Shishakli
concentrates all power in himself; (3) to
accept office would be to bolster up the
Shishakli régime at the expense of one’s
future prospects since all who have gone in
with General Shishakli have resigned or
have been dismissed with ignominy in a
short time. Nevertheless, some of the
coalition leaders are considering the possi-
bility of offering to join the Shishakli régime
in a block capable of outvoting (if their
terms of Cabinet responsibility are accepted)
the President and his followers.

g, With movements of the rank and file
of the party General Shishakli’s actions have
been more vigorous and probably more
successful. For instance, for a long time
past the students of the Damascus
University have, true to local tradition, been
a focus of political activity in opposition to
the power in authority. On 29h ultimo,
after some planning, the students staged a
demonstration. Their plan was to demon-
strate in order to demand the return of the
Hatay from Turkey—an unexceptionable
motive from the Syrian angle—and to
confine their activities to the university
precincts. If the first phase of the
demonstration were allowed by the police,
&c., to gain momentum then the students
planned to direct the demonstration against

General Shishakli and to emerge into the
streets. In the event, General Shishakli
intervened in the first phase with a heavy
hand. Instead of using the civil police force
obedient to lawful methods to break up the
demonstration, he sent in a detachment of
red-capped military police. These, by the
use of tear gas bombs and fisticuffs, soon
scattered the demonstrators, inflicting some
damage on five or six students and keeping
about thirty others under arrest for about
twelve hours.

9. From the admittedly scanty informa-
tion available it would seem that, while there
15 some and possibly growing opposition to

1
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‘_l.rcnur;_j_l Shishakli, his régime is not in any
immediate danger. Nor does it seem likely
that the union of Syria and Iraq could take
place without overcoming the Opposition,
backed by some degree of force if necessary
of General Shishakli, i
10. Ia m sending copies of this despatch
to Her Majestv’s Ambassadors at Beirut,
Amman, Bagdad, Tel Aviv, Jedda and
Ankara, the Head of the British Middle East
{_Elﬂ_ic-.:. Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at
Cairo and to Her Majesty's Consul-General
at Jerusalem. '
I have, &c.
A. J. GARDENER.
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[ LEADING PERSONALITIES IN SYRIA

| Mr. Gardener to Lord Salisbury. (Received October 3)
| (No. 147. Confidential) Damascus, 41. Ghannam, Munir.

: 43, Hajjo, Agha H: v
| With reference to Damascus despatch 435 Habim. ﬁ:fuhhm"
| No. 114 of the 10th of July, 1952, I have  45. Halabi, Fuad.

the honour to send you herewith the revised 46 Haroun, Taufig
report on the leadin lities in Syria. g5 pam Amwar.
| f PO g Personaliics i Syria. 48. Hindieh, Grégoire.
am grateful to Mr. Lambert for the work 49. Homsi, Edmond.

Il he has done in the preparation of this  30- Houbby, Said, Colonel.
prep . 51. Hourani, Akram.

| | My Lord Marquess,  Seprember 28, 1953. ~ 42 Haflar, Luti

| report. 52. Huneidi, Abdul Rahman.
I have, &c. 53. Hurniki, Ignatios.
A. J. GARDENER. 4. Husseind, 1brahim, Colonel.
| 55. Ihish, Nun.
l 56. Jabri, Awni El

§7. Jabri, Ihsan.
58. Jabri. Majduddin.

Enclosure 59, Jazzar, Kazem al
’ t 6. Kahhali. Nuruddin.
Leading Personalities in Syria, 1953 Rk i T
o 63. Khalil, Abdul Hamid.
,| LA o e 64. Khankan. Rifa'at. Brigadier.
| 1 a5, Shakir, 65. Khater, Murshid, Dr.
;. .-;h:;ulk:rjm. Aziz. Colonel. 66. Kekhia, Rushdi.
+ CAidi, Abdul Karim, 67. Khatib, Muhammad Subhi.
} ': a::i}nq. Michel. 68, Khoja, Hamid,
4. Ajlani, Munir. 69. Khouri, Faiz.
6. Alajati, Ramizi. 70. Khouri, Faris.
g- Alexandros II1, Tahhan. 71, Kuzbari, Nader.
« Amri, Hamid. 72, Lian, Mikhael Michel.
9. Antaki, Naim. 73. Mahassin, Assad, Dr.
10. Aphram I Mar Ignatius. 74. Maizer ibn Abdul Muhsin al Jarba, Shaikh.
'1- Armanazi, Najib. 75. Maloyan, Hrant.
12. Arslan, Adil Amir. 76. Mardam, Abdulrahman, Colonel.
13.  Asaf, Amin Abu, Colonel. T77. Mardam. Haidar.
14, ."\'Sh'!,_ Suhail, Lisutentant-Colonel. 8. Mardam, Jamil.
:z -:ssa!!. Sabr. 79. Mardam, Khalil,
- Asgioun, Fathalla. 80, Mardini, Abdul Hamid.
!; itussi. Adnan. 81.  Milgi, Raif.
| . tassi, Faidi. 32, Mohaffel, Assad.
| 1% Auwssi, Hashim. 83. Mubarak, Muhammad.
. i?' Atrash, Amir Hussan. 84. Mudarris, Muhammad Khalil.
3 Atrash, Sollon Bin Hamud Pasha, 85, Mudarris, Suletman,
l'!. Arm, Ahdgrmhman. Bo,  Muohairi, Jssam.
51 gz:L Khalid. 87. Mujhim bin Muhaid, Amir,
=9. Babil, Massuh. 88. Nizamuddin, Abdul Bagi.
%ﬁ' E;fmud. Anwar Mahmoud, Brigadier. 89,  Nourallah, Kemal.
d ri. Husni. 80. Pasha, Anwar [brahim, Dr.
2"'! Hﬂm?l iy -
’ rmada, Rashad. 91. Qabbani, Nazmi, Dr.
28. Basmaii Sai - ;
asmaji, Said, 92, Ounbar. Ahmed.
213- Bikdash, Khalid. 93. Quadsi, Nazim.
-“- Bitar, Salahuddin. 94. Quwatli, Shukri.
1y %:LT K.halid, Dr. 95. Rayyis, Hani,
= Lhebat, Ams. 96. Raywvis, Munir.
ii' Chebat, Fuad. 97. Rifa'i, Zafer, Dr.
3 Daham al Hadi, Shaikh. 98. Rikaby, Akram,
3% Dandashi, Ali, Abdul Karim. 99, Sadat, Munir, Dr.
17 Daoudi, Adib. 105, Safa. Mohammad. Colonel.
‘13' Dﬂﬂ-‘nhh. Ma"ruf. 101, Sahnaowi, Jean.
Y Diab, Munir. 102, Sawwafl, Husni.
0 Farra, Jamal, 103, Savigh, Maximos IV.
- Fattaveh, Ahmed. 104, Sha'alan, Fawwaz Amir.
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105. Shahin, George,

106. Sharif, Thsan.

107. Shatra, Mahmoud, Lieutenant-Colonel.
108. Shatti, Shawkat

109. Shehabi, Mustafa Amir.

110. Shishakli, Adib, Brigadier-General.
111. Shlash, Emir, Colonel,

112, Showra, Munir.

113, Shukair, Fuad Shawkat, Brigadier-General,
114. Shuogairi, Ahmed.

115, Sibai, Mustafa, Shaikh.

116, Sidawi., Wadi'.

117. Selo, Fawzi, Major-General.

118, Stati, Georgis.

119. Sultan, Abdul Raouf,

120.  Surur, Hayyil, Shaikh.

121, Suweiti, Malatius,

21. Taba'a, Azrat, Lisuienani-Colonel.
123, Tahsin, Said.

124. Tallas, Assad.

125 Tarazi, Falak (Miss).

Tayyara, Sami.

127.  Tillawi, Said.

128. Trabulsi, IzzaL

129.  Ustuwani, Ibrahim, Dr.

Zaim, Muhammad Said.
Zainuddin, Farid,

L. A’as, Shakir

Born about 1903 near Qatana. Moslem. Studied
economics in America and France and has
been connected with various industrial projects in
Syria.  Counsellor at the Syrian Legation in
Paris 1%45-46. Prominent member of the Puj}ulur
Party and editor of the party organ Ex Shaah,
which, after a brief reappearance during the
autumn of 1949, ceased 1o publish as a result
of the army's coup of December 1949, Elected
o Constituznt Assembly in 1949 as Deputy
for Quneitra, Minister National Economy and
Agriculture in the Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi
on 4th June, 1950, Minister of Finance in two
successive Governments under Nazim Qudsi (g.v.)
from September 1950 to 27th March, 1951,
Minister of National Economy under Hassan Hakim
{g.v) from 9th August to 10th November and
Foreign Minister under Ma'ruf Dawalibi (g.v.) on
28th November, On 20th November he was
imprisoned by General Shishakli after the latter's
coup d'Erat.  Released in April 1952. O d 10
the draft Constitution and method of m as
President of General Shishakli (July 1953).

Was an ardent Nationalist and an active agitator
undz: the Mandate; an opportunist of suspected
leftisa tendencies.

2. Abdulkerim, Aziz, Colonel

Bomm in 1908. An Alouite Moslem. Became
Inspector of Artillery with the rank of lieutenant-
colonel in 1949, Director of Artillery in 1950, Com-
mander of the Northern Region based on Aleppo in
1951 and full colonel and Officer Commanding,
4th Bureau, in 1952, Forcibly retired from the Army
on January Ist for alleged implication in a plot
against the régime, and now sells refrigerators. He
is considered honest, conscientious, and practical,

though p&ﬂcndcd. Dislikes paper work, Reputedly
Anglophobe,

3. "Aldi, Abdul Karim

Born 1903 in Damascus. Sunni  Moslem.
Educated in Damascus, but while still a student
was sentenced o five s imprisonment following
the Crane Commission incidents and fed to
Transjordan, where met King Al, whom
hul.m;mﬂedin:h:l-lofgnkmmudw
Damascus in 1927; principal of Ulmiyeh College

1929-39, Fled to Bagdad to escape arrest by the
French, but returned in 1941,  Kaimakam of Douma
1943-45. Director of Police, Damascus, April 1945
to May 1946, during which period he was on very
friendly terms with the officers of the British Mili-
tary Security Mission and proved Very co-operative,
Mohafez of Dera’ 1946-47. Appointed Mohafez of
Hama December 1948, Was a leading member of
the League of National Action. He iz a close
friecnd of Shukri Quwatly. Appointed Director of
Tribal Control in July 1949, Appointed Mohafer of
the Euphrates in June 1951, Appointed Head of the
Office for the boyeott of lstael early in 1953,

4. Aftag, Michel

Born  about 1910 in Damascus. Christian.
Sdied at the Sorbonne and contributed to a
Parisian Communist-controlled magazine. On his
return, he taught history at a secondary school and
wrote communistic articles for the press. He formed
a group of student followers into the Ba'ath El Arabi
Party in 1940, with Salahuddin Bitar (g.v.) as his
lieutenant. He later said that he thought communism
was inapplicable in Moslem countries. He was
agamnst Shukri Quwathi {¢.v.) except when the latter
opposed the French mandatory power. He was im-
prisoned under the Zaim régime, but afterwards, in
1949, h: was appointed Minister of Education by
Hashim Amassi (g.v.). Resigned after three months.
He left for a protracted visit 1o South America in
1950. Returned to Syria but fled 1o the Lebanon
with Akram Hourani (g.v.) and Salahuddin Bitar
(g.v.) after the abortive anti-Shishakli plot at the
end of 1952. Now reported 1o be in Switzerland.

5. Ajlani, Munir
Son of Darwish Ajlani. Born, Damascus 1910,
Sunmi  Moslem.  Studied in France, where he

graduated as doctor of law. Author of a book on
Syrian Constitution.  Elected Deputy 1936, At
outset of Nationalist régime he, with Se¢if ed Din
Ma'moun, Ahmad Samman and Mohamed Sarraj,
organised the * Iron Shirts ™ (an organisation based

on Nazi Brown Shirts) and was one of the
commanders until it was taken over by Nizhat
Mamluk 1937. Soon after, the movemenl was

suppressed by French, following disorders in Aleppo
and Latakia.

_ Although his age had been amended by Nationa-
lists to enable him to become Deputy (minimum 30),
he bitterly opposed Nationalists in Parliament. In
1938 he and Zeki el Khatib were arrested and tried
for writing a manifesto attacking Nationalist Govern-
ment, but were acquitted.

When Dr. Shahbandar returned 1o Syria. Ajlani
supported him and remained one of his intimates
until Shahbandar's murder in July 1940, when he
gradually ceased his connexion with the party.

In September 1941 he was appointed head of
Sheikh Taj ed Din's secretariar, and when on |7th
April, 1942, Cabinet was reshuffled Sheikh Taj made
him Minister of newly created Ministry of Youth and
Propaganda in the Government of “Husni Barazi,
Was a member of Jemil Ulshi's Government

(January 1943 to March 1943), occupying the same
Ministry, the name of which was ¢ anged to
Ministry of Social Affairs (January 1943) Married

on 20th August, 1942, the daughter of Sheikh Tai.
Appointed lecturer in Roman law at Damascus Uni.
versity, March 1943, Professor of Law College
1945, Deputy for Damascus 1947 Minister of
Education in Jamil Mardam’s second Government
October 1947. Member of Syrian Delegation 10
Arab League Conference in Beirut October 1947,

Elected as an Independent to the Constituent
Assembly in November 1949, Ap advocate of union
between Syria and her Hashimite neighbours, Ajlani
was arrested in September 1950 together with Lieut.-
Colonel Bahij Kallas on charges ol conspiring

against the security of the State with the .Tlnrd:m

ermment.  Afier trial by a military tribunal
Ajlani was acquitted in January 1951. Minister of
Justice in Ma'ruf Dawalibi's (g.v.) Government,
28th 1o 29th November. Imprisoned by General
Shishakli. Released in February 1952. Dismissed
from the School of Law at Damascus University in
March for refusing to take an oath to abstain from

politics. posed to the draft Constitution and
method of election as President of General Shishakli
Uuly 1953,

Conceited individual, vacillating yet obstinate.
Emprismad by Zaim for publishing a pro-Hashemite
article. Is considered a good speaker by Arabs.

6. Alajati, Ramzi .
Born Aleppo 1905. Moslem of an undis-
tinguished Ale family. Unmarried.  Studied
engineering in Germany. Employed by the Sociéié
ienne de Filature et de Tissage in Aleppo before
war, Has twice been dismissed from this firm
for dishonesty, but is now its technical adviser. Was
a supporter of Dr. Rifa'i's (¢.v.) Arab Nationalist
Party in 1940, helped the supporters of Rashid Al
Gailani in 1941, and fied to Berlin when the British
entered Syris.  He may have worked with the Mufti
there,. Now a foremost member of General
Shishakli's Arab Liberation Movement, and was
commissioned to draw up its statute.
= Not popular in Aleppo. Speaks German and some
rench.

7. Alexandros 111, Tahhan
. Born in Damascus in 1869, where he was educated
in the Greek Orthodox School. His brilliance and
his steadiness led to his being sent 1o the Ecclesiasti-
cal College in Constantinople. In 1894 he returned
to Damascus and two years later went to the
religious academy in Kiev. Studied for a few vears
in Moscow. In 1903 he was appointed Bishop of
Adana and Tarsus, but was badly received by the
Population there and resigned in 1906, [n 1908 he
was appointed Bishop of Tripoli and remained there
until 1930, when he was elected Patriarch of
Damascus by the Damascus electors but not by
members of the electoral college, who elected
Arsanios, Bishop of Latakia. A schism resulted and
the three other patriarchs (Alexandria, Constanti-
nople and Jerusalem) sent representatives to con-
duct an enquiry into the election. They finally gave
their opinion in favour of Alexandros. The schism,
ever, persisted until the death of Arsanios in
1932,  Alexandros has been criticised for his weak
handling of the Epiphanios revolt in 1935, which
fesulted in the formation of an independent church
' Latakia in 1936. This independent community
existed until 1939, when the French High Com-
Missioner threatened to declare it illegal. Since that
date Epiphanios and the Patriarch have been
feconciled. The Imlian attack on Greece in 1940
ught Alexandros into the open as an outspoken
Supporter of the Greek cause in spite of the presence
In Syria of an Italian Armistice Commission and in
Spite of the pro-Axis leanings of the French Vichy
duthorities. As he supported the Greeks, so he
Supported the Allied cause under the same circum-
Sances. The traditional Russian support enjoyed
b; the Orthodox Church in Syria having ceased in
1917, the Orthodox community under Alexandros
has drawn nearer to the Moslem Syrian Government
and, on the whole further away from the Latin
Jinstian community which enjoved the protec-
Uon of the French Mandatory. Alexandros main-
Wins relations with the Anglican Church both in
Jerusalem and in England. When the Government
of the USSR. acknowledged the Russian Orthodox
Church in 1941-42 he began a correspondence with
Patriarch Sergei, and attended the election cerc-
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monies in Moscow of the Partiarch in January 1945,
In 1950 was given honorary membership of the
Theological Faculty at Kiev by the Metropolitan of
Leningrad. Alexandros seemed at one stage very
susceptible 1o Soviet blandishments but displeased
Moscow by accepling an invitation to atiend the
St. Paul 1%th Centenary celebrations at Athens.
Subsequently visited Moscow using his journey to
Athens as justification for, and as evidence of, his
impartiality. Whilst there, was mducnd_la make
statements against the West, Returned with 20,000
dollars and a promise of the same sum annually, of
which one instalment has now been paid. This and
mare i8 being used to reconstruct his residence and
to gratify his present passion for building.

8. Amri, Hamid.

Born in 1911: from Deras. Suoni Moslem.
Graduated from the School of Law at the Syrian
University and afterwards studied in France. He has
held the of Kaimakam of Kamichlé and
Registrar-General in Damascus. In 1952, owing to
his support of the régime. he was appointed acting
Secretary-General of the Ministry of the Interior in
place of Fuad Chebat (g.v.). He later became
successively Acting Secretary-General of the Prime
Minister’s office. and, in August 1953, Assistant
Secretary-General al the Presidency.

9. Antaki, Naim

Born Aleppo 1900, Greek Orthodox. Educaied
in American University, Beirut. A lawyer. he
formerly worked with Maitre Louis Zaidé and was
at one time Dean of the Order of Barristers at
Aleppo. Has visited India. Secretary to the Syrian
delegation in Paris for the conclusion of the Franco-
Syrian Treaty. On his return he became, in July
1937, Director for Foreign Affairs, but resigned in
December 1937, being dissatisfied with the way in
which he was ignored by his Moslem colleagues
whenever important decisions were to be tuken.
Took no part in politics from fall of MNationalist
Government (1939) until selected as Minister for
Provisional Government of Ata Bey Avoubi, in
which he held Ministries for Foreign Affairs and
Public Works (March 1943-August 1943). Elected
Deputy for Damascus, whither he had officially
transferred his domicile, in 1943, but for many
months took no active part in politics as a result of
temporary loss of evesight through overwork,
Minister of Finance, April 1945 to August, in Fares
Khouri's second Government {q.v.); member of
Syrian delegation to United Nations Conference in
San Francisco, April 1945, Minister of Finance and
Acting Minister of Public Works in  Saadullah
Jabri's Government (q.v.), September 1945, but
resigned December 1945 Minister for Foreign
Affairs in Jamil Mardam’s First Government,
December 1946 until April 1947

Is lawyer of Middle East Pipe Lines of the
Iraq Petroleum Company, and of the Bangue
de Syrie. Was lawver of Tapline but was
not employed during gc Zaim régime because he
was said to get on badly with Husni Zaim (g.v,)
whom he defended unsuccessfully when he was
court-martialled in 1941. Successfully helped Middle
East Pipe Lines to secure their way leave and
refinery conventions in June 1949, Has been
member of Syrian delegation at several United
Nations Conferences and at many Arab League
meetings.  Attended Inter-Parliamentary Union Con-
gress in Stockholm in September 1949 and in 1950
as n Syrian delegate. Formerly an ardent Nationalist,
his views are now considerably more moderate
although he retains his great admiration and friend-
ship for Jamil Mardam. Refuged nomination as a
member of the Syrian delegation to the United

Nations in 1952, ostensibly on grounde of ill-health,
52




4 :]

but in fact because he does not wish to be invalved
with the present régime.

Very well educated, a tremendous worker and
straightforward and sincere. Well disposed towards
the British. Speaks excellent English and French.

10. Aphram I, Mar Ignatius

syran Orthodox (Jacobite) Patriarch of Antioch.
Born 1884 in Mosul. Educated by the Dominicans at
Mosul and received into the Roman Catholic Church.
Subsequently reverted to his original Church and
was ordained in it. Became Patriarch with residence
at Homs 1932, His community extends over
the Middle East and India (whence he draws con-
siderable funds). Very aware of his own importance
and that of his Church. Like most Levant church-
men, mingles politics with religion.

11. Armanazi, Najib

Born about 1900. From Hama. Sunni Moslem.
Docteur en Droit (** & titre d"étranger ") of Paris, Was
private secretary to President Abed, and so anathema
to Taj ed Din, who persuaded de Martel to oblige
Abed to get rid of him. Appointed private secretary
to President Atassi in 1937, On the resignation of
President Atassi (July 1939) remained unemploved
until appointed Secretary-Genernl to  President
Cuwatli. Avgust 1943, Is brother-in-law of Jamil
Mardam and his wife 5 General Shishakli's
cousin.  Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to
Great Britain, Poland and Czechoslovakia, January
1945. Syrian representative on Preliminary Com-
mittee for United Nations Organisation and member
ol Syrian delegation to United Nations Organisation
meeting in London. November 1945 ; appointed
Minister to Sweden September 1947, He is not
generally considered to have made a success of his
mission in London and was recalled in June 1949,
Appointed Syrian Minister to India in March 1950,
Appointed Minister to Turkey in March 1952. He
evidently did not please his masters in Dumascus
and was relieved of his post in March 1953,

12, Arslan, Adil Amir

Born about 1890. A Druse from the Lebanon
(brother of Shekib Arslan, g.v.). Was pro-Turk in
the War of 1914-18 and held a Kaimakamship in
the Lebanon. Member of the Party of Independence
1919-20. Took an aclive part in the rebellion of
1925-26 and was condemned to death by the French.
Amnestied in 1937, Expelled from Egypt in 1931
after anti-Italian agitations. Lived for some years
in Irag. Accompanicd Syrian Prime Minister
to Paris in 1937 to discoss ratification of Franco-
Syrian Treaty, and subsequently returned to Syria,
witere he received a warm . Has several
tim=i visited the United Kingdom, where he has
business interests and where he was connected with
Arab centre. Figured on the Palestine Black List
(1937 and 1939). Worked with von Hentig and
Roser from beginning of year 1941 to arrival of Allies
in Syria, June 1941, when he fled to Turkey, where
he is believed to have maintained contact with Svria.
Is stated to have tried to put Druses against the Allies.
In October 1941 became head of * Free Syrian
Government  created by Vichy, Returned to Syria
after the intervention of the President of the Republic
in 1945 with the Allied Seccurity authorities;
appointed Minister Pleni tiary to Brazil January
1946 but did not p . Minister of Education in
Saadullah Jabri's third Government June 1946,
Minister of Education in Jamil Mardam's first
Government  December 1946 to October 1947,
Member of Syrian Delegation to London Palestine
Conference in autumn of 1946 and to United Nations

Palestine discussions September 1947. Deputy for
Jaulan 1947
Member of Syrian tion to United Nations

Assembly in Paris in 1945, Was invited by Husni

Zaim to form a Government in March 1949 follow-
ing coup d'Erat but did not succeed. Appointed
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime
Minister on 17th April, 1949, in Colonel Zaim's first
Government, but disagreed with Zaim’s readiness to
talk with the Israclis, resigned on 25th June, 1949,
After death of Zaim published in a Bejrut paper
& series of revelations about his former master,

Appointed  Syrian  Minister to Turkey . in
October 1949. He left Ankara in Junuwary 1932,
his departure probably being hastened by
Turkish Jpress. gccusations that he had been con-
cerned in the organisation of an  anti-Turkish
demonstration in  Aleppo, and by simultaneous
Syrian press attacks om him for a statement he
allegedly made to Al Ahram criticising Egypt's
rejection of the Middle East Defence Plan, irnw
resides in the Lebanon,

Is a distinguished-looking and widely travelled
B:mnn but retains many of the characteristics of his

ruse ancestry—unreliability, cunning and outbursts
of bad temper.

13. Asaf, Amin Abu, Colonel

A Druze born in 1910 at Soucida. In 1949 he was
promoted lieutenant-colonel and in 1951 given com-
mand of the Ist Brigade on the Israch Front. In
June 1952 he relinquished command of the
Ist Brigade at Quneitra and was appointed Com-
mander of the 5th Liwa at Deir-ez-Zor. He has had
twenty-lwo years” continuous service, Is not
by General Shishakli who is afraid 1o get rid Lﬁﬁ
:nesiausz of his large Druze following in the Syrian

¥.

He played a leading part in three cowps &' Erar—
Zaim's in March 1949, Hinnawi's in &flgu:it 1949
and Shishakli's in December 1949,
~ He is an unprincipled opportunist and a thug with
little personality.

MBIDMH. Suhail, Licutenant-Colonel
m about 1922 in Damascus.  Sunni Moslem.,
In 1948 he was ADC. to President Quwaili
During 1950 and 1951, he spent fifteen months on
training courses in France. Later in 1951 he was
appointed Head of the Syrian Air Force,
A good Commander who is by his
mhm:dnm;. He is trus by General
| kil and s known to be a stron
hleré,g,lme.k @ supporter of
. He speaks fluent French and some English. He
15 of a cheerful disposition and rather above the
average in intelligence.
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mascus 1. Sunni Moslem. T
degree in University of Damascus. i
Being of Nationalist outlook, joined Nationalist
Youth Movement and became its leader in 1940
Active in formation and control of Iron Shirts Move-
ment until 1937, when it was disbanded. Joined up
with Shukri Quwatli's Istiklal Party and became his
principal licutenant in 1940. Under Vichy régime
was anti-Allied, and organised in May 1941 Com.
mittee for Defence of Iraq (ie. pro-Rashid Alil.
Arrested by Allies in February 1941 and interned
at Rashayn. Released March 1943, clected Deputy
for Damascus that year. Was a leading member
of the League of National Action, which exercised
ﬁnsudﬂqhhimﬂﬂ{umﬂc: Pin Damascus and on which
[ the | & o
reli-lnw:m ¢public placed considerable
Minister of Interior in Fares Khouri's second
anrm:nen:_ (g.v.) April to August 1945, Minister
of Justice in Fares Khouri's third Government,
August-September 1945,  Minister of Justice and
Acting Minister of Education in Saadulah Jabri's
second Government, September 1945 to April 1946.
Minister of Interior and Minister of Health in

Saadullah Jabri's third Government, April-Decem-
ber 1946, As Minister of Interior showed himself
ready 1o take strong action w prevent disorders and
1o suppress anti-Government activity. Elected deputy
for Damascus in 1947,  Secretary-General of the
Natiopal Party, Pretended to co-operate with the
Iate Husni Zaim in 1949 but in reality worked against
Lay low towards the end of Zaim's regime
but afier Zaim's fall came out into the open agam as
an active worker for the National Party. Opposed
to the draft Constitution and method of election as
President of General Shishakli (July 1933),
He is unmarried, and drinks and gambles heavily.

16. Assioun, Fathalla

Born 1899 in Aleppo. Educated at the Fréres
School and the French School of Law, Aleppo. A
well-known Aleppine lawyer of the Greek Catholic
Community, A moderate member of the National
bloc and a' s of Saadullah Jabri. Deputy for
Aleppo in 1936 and again in 1943. On the resig-
nation of Naim Antaki (g.v.) from Saadullah Bey's
second Government was appointed Minister of Pub-
lic Works, January until April 1946. Minister for
Public Works again in im Atassi’s Cabinet of
Apgust 1949,

Resigned from National Party in September 1949,
Elected to Consituent Amlbtg in ?\E:gvcmbcr 1949
s member of the Popular Party., Appointed
Minister of Health in the Cabinet formed by Khalid
al Aym in December 1949, Resigned with the rest
of the Cabinet in May 1950. Again Minister of
Health under Hassan Hakim (g.v) from August to
November 1951 and under Ma'ruf Dawalibi (g.v.),
28th 1o 29th November, 1951, Appointed Minister
of Public Works and Communications in Govern-
ment formed in July 1953,

A somewhat colourless individual with a reputa-
tion for probity and high principles.

17. Atassi, Adnan
Born Homs about 1905. Sunni Moslem. Son of
Hashem Atassi (g.v.). Lawyer. During Nationalist
‘ernment was appointed Syrian Viee-Consul and
attached for instruction to French Consulate, Tstan-
bul. Married a Turkish lady. Elected Deputy for
Homs 1943 and again 1947, and President of the
Fl::l'e'tgn Affairs Committee of the Syrian Chamber.
inister Plenipotentiary to France and Belgium,
January 1945 10 March 1946, Minister of Justice
and Public Works in Jamil Mardam’s First Govern-
ment, December 1946 to June 1947. Represented
Syrian Chamber of Deputies at the International
Parliamentary Conference at Geneva, September
1945, At one time suspected of pro-Axis activities
and was known to be in frequent contact with the
Grand Mufti during the latter’s residence at Ver-
Sailles. A prominent member of the Parliamentary
Constitutional Party. He was one of the leading
ties in opposition to Shukr Quwatly’s régime.
Sent as Minister to Paris in 1949 and headed Syrian
tion to Lausanne talks with lsrael under
auspices of Palestine Conciliation Commission in the
Hme year.
Was relieved of his post in the autumn of 1952,
to the draft Constitution and method of
tlection as President of General Shishakli (July 1953),
Intelligent and well educated.

I8, Atassi Faidi
Born about 1905, Homs. Moslem, Son of
former Mufti of Homs and cousin of Hashem al
Atassi (g.v.). Educated in France (law). Had no
mknl career, but was Chief of Municipality of
i, Became Minister of Education in the
Hassam al Hakim Government on its formation in
September 1941, but ed early in March 1942
i!'l pique. Chosen to be Minister of Justice, Educa-
fion, Social Affairs in Provisional Government at

-

Ata Bey Ayoubi (March 1943-August  1943).
Returned to his job as head of the Municipality,
Homs, until 1946, when he resigned. Deputy for
Homs, 1947.

Invited by Husni Zaim o form a Governmant
following coup o Erar of March 1949 but refused io
take office as Minister of Education when his attempis
failed. Accepted post of Minister of National
Ecopomy in Hashim Atassi’s Cabinet of August 1949,
Elected 1o the Constituent Assembly in November
1949 as a member of the Popular Party. Minister
of Justice in the Cabinet formed by Khalid al Azm
in December 1949, Resigned in May 1950, Chair-
man of Foreign Affairs Commiitee of the Chamber
of Deputies 1950-51. Minister of Imterior under
Nazim Qudsi (g.v.), 23rd to 27th March, and
Minister for Foreign Affairs under Hassan Hakim
(gv.), 9th August to 10th November, 1951, In the
latter capacity he made a speech in Parliament
attacking the Four-Power Middle East Defence pro-
posals and resigned after quarrelling with the Prime
Minister on this issue, thereby precipitating the fall
of the Government. Owns a newspaper, El Suri
El Jedid (The New Svria), which is generally anti-

British in tone. In this paper he L:i!w'sud eneral
Shishakli's new Cms&tut?;rn an the latter’s
“glection ™ as President (July 1953).

Weak character and very boastful, being over

proud of his education.

19, Atassi, Hashim

Born about 1865 in Homs. Moslem. Good
landed family. Prime Minister and President of
the Constituent Assembly under Feisal, and' Presi-
dent of the Constituent Assembly of 1928, Went
to Mecca to be ong of the three mediators in conflict
between Imam Yahva and Ibn Saud. Succeeded
Hanano as leader of the Syrian NMNationalist bloc
in January 1936. Led the Syrian delegation that
went to Paris in March 1936 to. negotiate a
Franco-Syrian treaty after the disturbances of
January-March 1936, With the Svrian delegation
in Pans his moderating and soothing influence was
of great assistance 1o the s.ul:mssfuf conclusion of
the treaty negotiations. Elected President of the

ian Republic, 21st December, 1936, On his
¢lection a5 President he resigned the leadership of
the MNationalist Party, which was taken over by
Shukri Quwatli. His influence over the party grew
less, however, as the Nationalist Government took the
bit more firmly between its tecth. Resi with the
fall of the Nationalist Government on Tth July, 1939,
and retired to his property at Homs, where he had
built himezlf a pleasant villa during his tenure of
office. Had conversations with General Dentz about
resuming office in March 1941 and with General
Catroux in Scptember 1941 and again in March
1943, but on ecach occasion without result. Did not
participate in 1943 elections and did not stand for

the presidency. He began to be regarded ns a
respectable man of moderate opinions, but some-
what passé. During the Cabinet crisis of December

1948 was invited but failed to form a Governmenl
After the coup d'Erat by the late Colonel Hinnawi
of 14th August, 1949, formed a provisional coalition
Cabinet. Elected temporary Head of State by the
Constituent Assembly in December 1949, pending
the drawing up of a new Constitution. Elected
President of the Republic on Sth September, 1950,
the day when the new Constitution was formally
Chamber of Depeties Retred 1o his property at
“ham 184, et 15 prope
Homs after General Shishakli's coup d'Erar of
20th MNovember 1951, Associated himsell with
ition to draft Constitution and method of
jon as President of General Shishakli (July 1953).
During the 1936 Franco-Syrian Treaty talks he
showed himself to be a Nationalist who could temper
courage with discretion. After becoming
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he continued to show a dignified tact and restraint.
However, he has always been a figure-head rather
than a leader.

20. Atrash, Amir Hassan

Born about 1908, Head of the House of Aeré,
the leading house of the Atrash family. Was
Mohafiz of Jebel Druse until he was appuinted
Minister of Defence in Husni Barazi's Government
(April 1942 to January 1943), 1aking the place occu-
pied by his uncle, Abdul Ghaffar Pasha, until the
old man’s death in March 1942. Was again Minis-
ter of Defence in Jamil Ulshi's Government (January
1943 to March 1943). Deputy for Sousida 1942 and
president of Defence Committee of Syrian Chamber,
but placed on reserve in December 1947,  Re-
appointed Mohatiz of Jebel Druse (April 1943)
and resigned from the Chamber. The full integra-
tion of Jebel Druse in the Syrian Republic in 1945
was largely due to his influence, In May 1945 he
sponsored the mutiny of the Groupement Druse
against their French officers and n.c.os. (o whom
he gave sanctuary in his house. He considers that
the Syrian Government are not sufficiently appre-
ciative of the * leading rdle  the Druse have played
both in 1925 and 1945 against the French. Amir
Hassan is a typical Druse. Despite his
of being pro-British, he did nothing to help
the Allies during the Syrian campaign: and nothing
to. hinder. He can. however. sometimes be
“jollied ™ into favourable action. Flirted with the
Mationalists, with the French and with King
Abdullab. His following in the Jebel Druse was
split by Shukri Quwatly in 1948 and his control is
no longer absolute,

He is ill-educated,
avaricious.

stubbom, ambitious and

21. Atrash, Soltan Bin Hamud Pasha
Born about 1875 in the Jebel Druse.
a name, not a title.)

(Soltan is
Family onginally from
Rashaya, migrated to Jebel Druse in 1860°s and
became paramount Druse family there. Soltan is
the head of the Kraiye house, which is junior to
the Aeré house. headed by Emir Hassan (g.v.).
Under the Turks, Soltan adopted wary tactics and
avoided a conflict. In 1925-26 took a leading part
in the Druse revolt and became a centre round
which the various insurgent leaders moved. When
the revolt was crushed Solton Pasha fled to
Transjordan with his closest adviser, the Christian
Ogla Outami. There he found sanctuary, although
condemned to death in absence by French court-
martial. In 1937 returned to the Jebel but took
no active part in politics, leaving Emir Hassan to
dominate the Jebel. He retired to Kraive, content
to live on his past glory, which remains considerable.
During the campaign of 1941 took no In
March 1942, after the death of Abdul Ghaffar Pasha
¢l Atrash, at that time Minister of National Defence.
was offered the Ministry of Defence, but refused it
Soltan Pasha and Ogqla Qutami were awarded pen-
sions for life by the Syrian Government as patriols
and heroes of 1925-26 revolt.

During the past few vyears he has on several
occasions openly showed his dissatisfaction with the
Damascus Government on the grounds that insuffi.
cient deference is paid to him and his past record.
Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of
clection as President of General Shishakli (July
1953).

Ml-educated, of small intelligence and with a
reputation for meanness, he is crafty, and managed
to inspire in the insurgents of 1925 confidence in
his leadership. He remains the most important
Druse. Is inclined 1o be pro-British and was anti-
French. He feels, however, that the British let him
down, as they told him not to intrigue against the

Fighting French (and he abstained from doing sol.
but allowed the French 1o intrigue against him,
undermining his influence in the Jebel Druse.

22. Amm, Abdurrahman

Born 1916 al Hama, Moslem. Son of a wealthy
landowner, Educated at the American University of
Beirut he is a graduate of the Jesuit School of Law,
Beirut.  Related to the family of Khalid al Azm.
Elected to Parliament in 1947 and to the Constituent
Assembly in November 1949, as an Independent.
Appointed Minister of Finance in the Cabinet formed
by Khalid al Azm in December 1949 A bitier
enemy of Akram Hourani. Resigned with the rest
of the Cabinet in May 1950. Reappointed Ministex
of Finance under Khalid al Azm (g.v.), 27th March
to 30th July, 1951, and again under Ma'ruf Dawalibi
{g.v.), 28th to 29th November, 1951. Imprisoned by
General Shishakli and released in Aprl 1952.

Serious-minded, intelligent and a hard worker.

23. Azm, Khalid

Born about 1900 in Damascus, Moslem. Son of
Mohamed Pasha al Azm. Did not at first take an
active part in politics, excepl an occasional inter-
vention in agricultural matters. Member of the
Municipal Council, Managing director of the
National Cement Factory. Appointed Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Minister of Justice in the
Bukhari Cabinet, March 1o May 1939,

Under the influence of the Italian Disarmament
Commission, was appointed by Vichy French
(Genzral Dentz) on 2nd April, 1941, as * Chef
d'Etat " and Minister of Interior. His régime lasied
until September 1941, when it was replaced by
*Independent ™ Syrian Government with Shaikh
Taj ed Din as President. During Syrian campaign
he collaborated closely with Vichy French to pre-
serve order in Damascus. During whole period of
office he showed himself to be under the influsnce of
the MNationalisis—especially of Shukr Quwatli.
Deputy for Damascus 1943 and Minister of Finance
in 5aadullah Jabri’s Government (August 1943
October 1944), Minister of Finance and Ravitaille-
meant in Fares Khouri’s first Government October
1944 to April 1945. Minister of Finance and Defence
in Fares Khouri’s third Government August to
September 1945. Minister of National Economy and
Justice in Saadullah Jabri's third Government,
April 1946, Was acting Prime Minister on several
occasions and resigned in December 1946. Appointed
Minister to France, Belgium and Switzerland, May
1947, Syrian representative on  Franco-Levant
States financial negotiations December to February
1946-47.

Was recalled to Syria by Shukri Quwatly in
November 1948 to help solve the Cabinet crisis which
followed the resignation of Jamil Mardam and took
office as Prime Minister. Under his Government,
which lasted till March 1949, a forward economic
policy was pursued. He was arrested by Husni Zaim
but quickly released. After the second coup o Erar
of August 1949, in which Zaim was executed, he
became Minister of Finance.

Became Prime Minister in December 1949, shortly
after the *disciplinary action™ taken by General
Adib Shishakli against Sami Hinnawi and Asad
Tallas. Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in
May 1950. Formed Cabinet of Independents on
2Tth March, 1951: resigned 30th July.

A rich landowner, vcrg pompous, conceited and
overbearing. A bit of a bully, but like all bullies, if
stood up to, caves in. He is intelligent, well-educated,
and more widely read and has wider interests than
most of his compatriots. Can be very obstinate and
stuffy, however. Has ambitions to become President
of the Republic, but might be handicapped in this by
his present wife, who was formerly a eabaret dancer.
Suspected at one time of pro-German sympathies, but

probably incorrectly ; he has shown himsell ready to
co-operate with the Western' Powers, particularly
the French.

24, Babil, Nassuh

Born Damascus about 19035, of obscure parentage.
Sunni Moslem. Arrested with Ajlani (g.v.) in 1938
for his support of Shahbandar against Mardam.
Remained supporter of Dr. Shahbandar untl latter
was assassinated in July 1940, when he and Fuad
Qodmani became leaders of Shahbandar Party. He
and his party failed in 1943 clections and the party
disintegrated. He is co-proprietor of the Damascus
paper £l Yom and president of the Press Syndicate.
Came under suspicion of the Syrian Government of
being in touch with the French regarding the setting
up of a quisling Government during the bﬂmhqrd*
ment of Damascus in May 1945. Visited the United
Kingdom in December 1946. He has latterly been
engaged in recruiting for General Shishakli’s Arab
Libzration Movement.

A mediocre individual who, however, has the res-
pect of a large section of the Syrnan press.

25, Bannud, Anwar Mahmoud, Brigadier

A Moslem, son of a Turkish officer, born about
1900 in Aleppo. In 1949 became Inspector-General
of the Army and later in the year was promoted
Deputy Chief of Staff and Chief of State. In 1951
he fell out of favour with Colonel Shishakli who
posted him to Ankara as military, air and naval
attaché. He is a relative of Nazim Qudsi (g.v.)
After over 27 vears in the army was forcibly retired
on January 1, 1953, for alleged implication in a plot
against the régime.

He was popular with his brother officers owing 1o
the fact that he is both lazy and not a strict dis-
ciplinarian. He has no independent opinions but is
known to be anti-Communist and in favour of the
Fertile Crescent.

26. Barazi, Husni ¥

Born about 1882, In Hama. Sunni Mosielm.
Son of Suleiman Agha Barazi, a rich landed Kurdish
family of Hama. Minister of the Interior under

Damad, 1926. Deported on suspicion of assisting
rebels in July 1926, Member of Constituent
Ascembly, 1928, posed by Nationalists In

elections of 1932 and was not elected. He was,
however, appointed Minister of Education in
Taj ed Din's Government in March 1934, and
resigned  with  Shaikh Taj in February 1936
Appointed Mohafiz of Alexandretta in January 1937,
he sought to prove his attachment to his new
Nationalist masters by intriguing with the Arab
parties in the Sanjak against the Turks and the
Mandatory, but was ejected in November 1937.
Appointed Mohafiz of Damascus in March 1942. On
fall of Hassan el Hakim Government (April 1942)
was appointed by Shaikh Taj ed Din President of
the Council of Ministers and Minister of the Interior.
Succeeded Faiz Khouri as President of the Com-
mission Supéricure of the Wheat Office, in which
capacity he promised to secure large quantities of
wheat, but did not succeed. Quarrelled with Shaikh
Taj ed Din, posing as Svrian patriot, thinking he
had the support of his colleagues. Matters came to
a head in January 1943, when all his colleagues
tesigned and he was obliged to retire.

During the Cabinet crisis of November 1948 en-
deavoured to return to politics as a virtual dictator.
Was appointed by Husni Zaim for a short time in
1949 to be Mohafez of Aleppo and Deputy Military
Governor of Syria and ran his district autocratically
but well. Resigned owing to rivaley with Zaim,
whom he thought of challenging for the presidency.
Was later imprisoned by Zaim for a short time and
h“;i:EhT have been executed had Zaim not preceded

m

G

Until he assomed office was heavily in debt
Before the visit to Syria of the Anglo-American Com-
mission of Enguiry on Palesting in 1946 be volun-
teered to His Majesty’s Consul, Damascus, to testify
before the Commission in favour of the Jews. Pro-
fesses to be well disposed towards Britain. Elected
to the Constituent Assembly in November 1949 as an
Independent. A bitter enemy of Akram Houram
(g.v.). Fundamentally onreliable, he has since the
end of 1949 posed as the bitter opponent of the
Army's interference in Syrian politics but this did
not prevent him from remaining on good terms with
the military clique for a time. Imprisoned by
General Shishakli after his coup o'Etar of 29
November. Released March 1952. Opposed to the
draft Constitution and method of election as
President of General Shishakli (July 1953).

A man of some strength of character, but devoid
of morals and intelligence. Intriguer and accused
in the past of trafficking in hashish.

27. Barmada, Rashad :

Born about 1910. Moslem. Member of a leading
Aleppo family. Deputy in 1947 but failed in the
elections for the Constituent Assembly in 1949, A
prominent lawyer and now President of the Aleppo
Lawvers’ Syndicate. One of the original members
of the Popular Party. Minister of Interior in the
Cabinet formed by Nazim Qudsi on 4th June, 1950,
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet on 9th March,
1951, Minister of Interior again under Hassan
Hakim (g.v.). Auzust to November 1951,

Opposed to the draft Constitution and method of
election as President of General Shishakli (July 1953),

28. Basmaji, Said

Born about 1905. Of an undistinguished Aleppo
family, Sunm Moslem. Educated at a secondary
school. He has spent most of his life working for
the Aleppo municipality and has never shown greal
ability. He was connected with Dr. Rifa'i's (g.v.)
Arab Nationalist Party in 1940 and was interned by
the British in 1941, Joined General Shishakli’s Arab
Liberation Movement and was made head of the
Aleppo branch, Also, in 1952, appointed president
of the Municipal Council. Not popular in Aleppo.

29. Bikdash, Khalid M
Born about 1910 in Damascus, of Kurdish ongin
of a family named Kutrash, Sunni Moslem. Educated
in Damascus, where he studied philosophy. Became
secretary of Communist Party in Damascus, 1928
The Communist Party was persecuted by the French
and in 1934, following the distribution of Com-
munist leaflets, was suppressed, Bikdash being con-
demned to several years’ imprisonment. He escaped
to the USSRE. where he attended the Oriental
School of Propaganda. He claims that, while in the
U.SS.R. he met Stalin. In 1936 went to Paris and
obtained a special amnesty through the Syrian dele-
gation which was negotiating the Franco-Syrian
Treaty. Returned to Syria in January 1937 and
resumed leadership of the Communist Party. Again
went into hiding in Damascus at the outbreak of war
when Communist Party was suppressed, remaining
there until Germany attacked Russia (June 1941).
After attempts to reach an understanding with Shukri
Quwatli {g.v.) by which he should be included on the
latter’s clectoral list in 1943, Bikdash stood as an
independent candidate and failed. He failed also
in the 1947 elections. For the last six years he has
devoted his energies to organising the activities
of the Communist Party, and is known to have been
in touch with members of the Soviet Legation.
Stated to be owner of a Communist paper in Beirut.
Tried to stand as an Independent candidate for the
Constituent  Assembly in November 1949, but his
application was refused. He was in the USS.R. in
the autumn of 1952 and is belicved to be still thers.
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Popular among the working classes and a good
speaker.  Smd o receive substantial subsidies [rom
Russis. Speaks Arabic, Kurdish, Russian, French.
Ambitious and prepared to make trouble. Marrie
Wissal Farha, schoolteacher and a Communist, in
1951. A strong capable leader who remains as
dangerous and elusive as ever.

M. Bitar, Salahuddin

Bormm 1912 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Un-
married. Graduated in law at the Sorbonne, Paris.
On his return to Syria in 1935 he worked for seven
vears as & teacher. During that time he acted as
lieutenant o Michel Aflag (g.v.) in building up the
Ba'ath el Ambi Party, of which he is still secretary-
general. Once called himself a Communist but
f};im 10 have mm Marxism o:r the Imdﬁh

L it is oo ma istic. g impli-
cated in plotting with army Igtiz:tul.l
Shishakli at the end of 1952 and took refuge in
the Lebanon with Akram Hourani (g.v.) early in
January 1953 and i now belisved o be in
Switzerland.

Unimpressive and xenophobe.

31, Chatila, Khalid, Dr.

Born about 1910 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
Secondary education in Syria. Later studied and
obtained doctorate in philosophy from Pars as a
result of a scholarship provided by French authori-
ties. On returning to Syria worked in Ministry of
Education, :

Married a relative of Khalid al Azm (g.v.) in 1949,
through whose influence he was appointed as coun-
sellor at Syrian Legation in Paris,

Appointed Secretary-General of the Presid

in Bamazi after Zaim's 1949 conp o Erar.
Appointed Minister 1o Spain in February 1953.

32, Chebat, Anis

Born 1908 in Damascus. Greek Orthodox.
Younger brother of Fuad Chebat (g.v). Educated
at the Orthodox and Lazarist Schools in Damascus,
and later obtained a degree in Civil Engineering at
the Beirut Enginecring College after which he
entered Government Service. -

His first appointment in 1929 was with the tech-
nical office of the Public Works Department at
Damascus. He was promoted in 1936 to be chief
of the office, a position which he held until 1944
He was then appointed Chief Engineer for the
Southern area, and in 1949 to Director
of Communications in the Ministry of Public Works
and Communications, and also Director of the

tment of Concessionary Companies.

friendly and ble civil servant. Speaks
fluent Frmct and f:i:-rg: good English.

33, Chebat, Fuad

Born 1907 in Damascus, Brother of Anis Chebat
{g.v). He and his brother owe much of their
success 1o hard and diligent work and the influence

and su of the Orthodox Patriarchate with the
French Manda Government. Fuad Chebat took
a Doctorate of Law at a Fresch University and

later became a Professor of Law at the Syrian
University. He first entered Government service in
1931 and was employed in the Prime Minister's
office, Accounts . he was also an
advisory member of the Council of State. s
Has published four books on law and adminis-
tration and drafted the Syrian Nationality Law,
He is a inent member of the Greek Orthodox
Cnmmnily and is also a member of the Church
Council. Visited England under British Council
auspices 1951, Acting Minister of the Interior after
General Shishakli's coup dErar of 29th November,
1951, reverting to Acting Secretary-General on
formation of t on 9th June, 1952. Later

superseded by a supporter of the régime, and became
Administrator and Professor of Constitutional Law
at the University.

Efficient and respected. Dislikes the military
régime bul can suggest no posilive allernative.
Friendly to Britain.

34, Daham al Hadi, Shaikh

Born 1895. Bedouin chiel and head of the
Shammar Khrossa, Disputes the leadership of all
the Shammar of Syria with his cousin, Meizar Abdul
Muhsen, who actually heads the Shammar con-
federation. Also claims hereditary leadership of the
Iraqi Shammar, from which he was evicted by the
British. He is therefore bitterly jealous of Shieikh
Sfook and continually contrives to undermine his
position. Appoinied Deputy of the Jezirah tribes in
1936, Exiled in 1942 for obstructing road construc-
tions and wheat purchase. In spite of his being in
exile, was elected Deputy in 1943 for Jezireh tnbes
and m 1947: returned to Syria 1944,

A proud and truculent sheikh, ignorant of his
limitations and of world conditions. Elected to the
Constituent Assembly in November 1949. Said 1o
be sympathetic to Popular Party,

35, Dandashi, Ali Abdul Karim

Born 1905 at Tel Kalakh. Member of the Danatch
clan. A Sunni Moslem. Studied at the Islamic
College in Beirut tll 1928. Joined the scout move-
ment in 1923 and has remained associated with it
In 1937 be took a group of Syrian scouts tw the
jamboree in Holland, travelling by way of the
Balkans, Austrin and Germany, returning through
France and Italy. On this occasion he stayed for
some Gime - in Berlin and Potsdam, where he
associated with Syrians in Germany, notably one of
the Dalati brothers, who are assocated with him in
the scout movement. From 1937 has devoted most
of his time 10 scouting and was elected Chief Scout
in November 1941. [s associated with the League of
National Action, which was founded by his cousin
and of which his colleague in the scout movement,
Dr. Rushdi Jabi (g.v.), is leading member. His arrest
was ordered by the French in February 1942, but the
order was cancelled at the end of March, and, shortly
after, he paraded at the head of the scouls at the
review of the Syrian gendarmerie,

Dandashi played an important part in the dispute
between the scout movement and the Ministry of
Youth and Propaganda under Munir Ajlani (g.v.),
opposing Government control of the scout move-
ment. After the Allied occupation showed himself
willing to co-operate and took part with his scouts in
passive defence exercises. Elected to the Constituent
ﬁm:Tuhly ﬁ:n Nm'r?nbcr 1949 as a member of the
Popular Party. Now to be prominent in
General Shisl{ulcﬁ‘s AMM ovement,

Energetic and a disciplinarian,

36. Duoudi, Adib
Born about 1920 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
An ambitious young man who was formerly the local
correspondent for Al Misri and is now Syrian Dele-
gate to the Advisory Commission of UNR WA
and the head of the Syrian Palestine Arab Refugee
Institution. He was a delegate at the 1952 Session
of the United Nations General Assembly.
and French and is outwardly

Speaks
friendly. bly co-operative only as far as his
personal interests allow.
M. w Lﬂ'll’l'-

Bomn 1907 in Aleppo. Moslem. A lawyer. A

gradunte of the Syrian University, he also holds a
Paris University orate of Law. From 1936 to
1938 he was a member of the National Party and was
active in both A and Damascus. During the
war was in France at the time of the German occupa-
tion and was in close touch with the ex-Mufti Haj

Amin Hussaini, Rushid Al al Keilani and the other
pro-German Arabs, Collaborated with the Vichy
Government, Helped the ex-Mufii o escape from
France in 1946. Elected to Parliament in 1947, he
left the National Party and joined the Popular Party
in 1948. Member of the Moslem Brotherhood.
Elected 1o the Constituent Assembly in November
1949,  Appointed Minister of National Economy in
the Cabmet formed by Khalid al Azm on
2Tth December, 1949, Resigned with the rest of
the Cabinet in May 1950,

_ While in Cairo in April, 1950, made a staiement
indicating that the Arabs would prefer to become
a Soviel Republic rather than be judaized as a result
of American pressure. This statement caused some-
thing of a sensation and was the signal for a nois
demand in Syria, chiefly by the Moslem Bruthcrhuog
for a rapprochement with the Soviet Union.
Although the statement did him barm in responsible
Syrian circles it boosted his popularity among the
masses. Minister of National Economy under
Nazim Qudsi (g.v.), 23rd to 27th March, 1951. Afer
the fall of Hassan Hakim's (g.v.) Government on
Ikh MNovember he managed 1o form a Government,
at the s=cond attempt, on 28ih November, but on
2%th November its members were imprisoned by
General Shishakli. Releasad in April 1952, but
later tmken into custody again. Refused to take
the oath of non-participation in politics as a civil
servant (lecturer at Syrian University) and was
accordingly dismissed in May 1952, Released from
prison by General Shishakli as an act of clemency
in June 1953

38. Diab, Munir

Born about 1910. Sunni Moslem. A Damascene.
A member of a family well known in Syrian com-
merce and whose primary interesis are in the local
textile industry. Appointed Minister of National
Economy on 9h June, 1952. Resigned on formation
of new Government in July 1953,

Speaks German and very little Freach. Not at
all impressive.

3. Farra, Jamal
Bomn 1911 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Obtained
& diploma for electrical engineering in France. In
1940 became an In of the Ministry of Educa-
tion and in 1945 Director of Secondary Schools.
&p inted Acting Smmmw“ml of the Minist
ucation in 1947 and Secretary-General in 1948,
In that year he was also a member of the Syrian
National Commission for UNES.CO. In June
1949 was appointed Chargé d'Affaires in Brussels
and in Octo 1950 Acting Secrelary-General of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Acting Minister
for Foreign Affairs after General Shishakli's coup
' Etar on 29th November, reverting to the post of
ry-General on the appointment of a &:::mm
Ment on %th Jupe, 1952. Appoinied Minister (o
Norway and to Sweden in November 1952
Accredited also to Denmark in January 1953 and
o Finland in July 1953,
Has an in%::tiau'ng manner which at first tends to
Conceal an obvious lack of sincerity. Fundamentall
dislikes all foreigners. A climber, who wi
Support anyone whom he thinks will help him in
the upward path in Syrian affairs.

40, Ahmied

Born 1912, Deir-ez-Zor. Sunni Moslem. Obtained
8 degres in Paris. Holds degree in law from Syrian
University.

Secretary-General of Ministry of Education.

His carcer has been devoted to education and he

& not mken part in politics.

Xenophobe, and usually obstructive in his dealin
With the British Council and with the UNESC.O.

ission, which lefi carly in 1953,

47689

41. Ghannam, Munir
Born about 1900, Sunni Moslem. Native of
Homs. Lawyer. Graduate of Syrian University.
Appointed Minister of Justice on 9th June, 1952
Resigned on formation of new Government in July
1953.

42, Halfar, Luifi

Born Damascus 1888 of a family of well-estab-
lished merchants. Sunni Moslem. Minister of Public
Works under the Damad, 1926, and deporied for
Mationalist sympathies some months later. Member
of the Constituent Assembly. 1928, Accepted post
as administrator of Ain Fijeh waterworks, 1931
Dcp:ueg in 1932 and again in 1936 when he was
elected vice-president of the Chamber of Deputies.
Minister of Finance in the second Jamil Mardam
Cabinet (July 1937 to Februa 1939). Prime
Minister, 23rd February 10 I14th March, 1939.
Implicated in the murder of Dr. Shabandar in July
1940, and fled to Bagdad. Returned to Syria after
the charge against him had been drop and the
Government of Directors replaced by the moderate
Nationalist Government of Khaled Bey el Asm
{g-v.) in April 1941. Deputy for Damascus 1943 and
again i 1947 and Minister of Interior in Ssadullah
Jabri's Government (August 1943-October 1944), but
resented the latter’s interference in his Depariment.
Minister of Interior in Fares Khouri's third Govern-
ment.  August-September  1945. Minister of
Interior in Saadullah Jabri's second Government,
September 1945 to April 1946. Although practically
illiterate is interested in the newspaper Al Inshaa,
which is nominally owned and dimeﬂ}' his cousin,
Wajih el Haffar,

Not an extreme Nationalist, but has a length
record of political activity in  connexion wi
Palestine—assisted Nebih el Azmi to organise the
Arab Conference at Bludan in 1935 and was
appointed chairman of the Syrian Committee for

¢ Defence of Palestine. Opposed the draft Con-
stitution and method of election as President of
General Shishakli (July 1953). Not a strong
personality though he was an important member of
the Nationalist bloc and has been president of the
Damascus branch of the Mational Party since 1948,
A good second fiddler. Suffers from heart trouble.

43, Hajjo, Agha Hassan

Born about 1898 near Mardine, Turkey. Head
of Haverkan tribe of Kurds which moved into Syria
about 1922, No specific education, but reads and
writes Kurdish, Arabic and Turkish. With his late
father took prominent part in Scparatist Movement
in the lerirah. Resides at Hasseiché. Was pro-
Ally and tive during the war: elected
Deputy for Kamishli 1943 and in 1947, but did not
enjoy the confidence of the National Party owing o
his former connexion with the French.

44, Hakim, Hassan

Born Damascus about 1836, Moslem. Was
an Inspector of Finance and later Direcior of
Posts and Teltﬁ'lphs in Faisal's Syrian Government
of 1918-20. ¢ was held responsible for delay
in sending off Fuisal's reply to General Gouraud's
ultimatum in July 1920. (It was the absence
of a reply that provided the excuse for General
Gouraud 1o order French troops to advance
on Damascus.) Exiled by the French but had
fled to Egypt and later went to Img. Then
he obtained an appointment as manager of the Arab
Bank's Jaffa branch. Amnestied in 1937, he
returned to Damascus and, as a loval Nationalist,
was appointed Director-General of Wakf, Minister
of Education in Bukhari Cabinet. March to May
1939, Later became Director of Government '?ﬂ
cultural Bank. [In September 1941 bacame President

c
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of Council and Minister of Finance in * Indepen-
dent ™ Syria under the presidency of Sheikh Taj ed
Din, as proclaimed by French. Quarrelled with
President over latter’s financial requests and with
French over non-granting of various concessions of
form 1o independence. Because of his rather stub-
born and limited capacity was on bad terms with his
colleagues, whom he was unable to pull together.
Was undoubtedly pro-British, but was very indiscreet
in falling under the influence of unworthy coun-
sellors, He gave his enemies a chance 1o attack
him because he openly proclaimed himself as
opposed to the feudal landlords and becauose,
although materially honest, he ked laws 1o
benefit himself in small ways. In April 1942 he was
forced to resign in rathér an unpleasant manner,
after defving the President, and reverted to former
emplovment as Director of the National (Syrian)
Agricultural Bank until July 1944, when he retired.
Subsequently criticised the actions of the President
of the Republic and the Government in letters and
memoranda and was outspokenly in favour of a
Hashimite monarchy in 'Syria. Applied to visit
London at the same time as the Emir Abdullah early
in 1945, but was not granted a visa as his visit did
not come under any category admissible at the time
and it was not considered desirable to make any
exception.  Failed in 1947 elections. Elected as an
Independent to the Constituent Assembly in Novem-
ber, 1949, Appointed Minister of State in Nazim
Qudsi's Cabinet in September 1950. Resigned in
October. A close friend of Munir Ajlani (g.v.).
Has openly advocated that Syria should join the
Western camp against Russia. Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance from August to November 195]
when he resigned following a difference of view
with his Minister for Foreign Affairs, Faidi Atassi
(g.v.) about the Middle East Defence Pact. He has
since refused o take any part in public life.

to the draft Constitution and method of
eleﬁim a5 President of General Shishakli (July
1953),

45. Halabi, Fuad

Born Damascus about 1905.  Sunni Moslem.
Married to an Atassi of Homs: formerly civil judge
in Damascus and Homs.  Appointed  Acti
Mohafiz of Homs 1942, confirmed in October a
maintained in office by Sandullah Jabri's Govern-
ment.  Reputed honest as judge, and showed him-
sell an astute and capable administrator. After his
definite a||:rpoan' tment as Mohafiz, however, he dis-
played political ambitions and showed himself reluc-
tant to take a strong line when notables were con-
cernad.  Appointed early in 1946 as Administrative
Inspector at Minstry of Imerior.  From December
1946 Director of Tribal Affairs but was sacked in
1949, 1951: appointed Governor of Jebel Druze,
a post which held for a few months only,
Appointed Director of the P.T.T. in 1952.

46, Haroun, T:dg
Born about 1918, Sunni Moslem. Member of a
prominent Lattakia family.

Graduate of the School of Law at Damascus

University.
Appointed Minister of Public Works on
9th June, 1952. Resigned on formation of new

Government in July 1953,

Is quict and unimpressive, though said to be
ambitious. Appears to have owed his Ministerial
post as much (o family influence as to personal
qualifications,

47. Hatim, Anwar : .
Born 1910. Roman Catholic,, An  Aleppine

Christian  educated in France, duate of law

from Paris University. Teac of French

Literature at the Tajhiz School, Damascus, 1933-36,

Secretary 1o Prime Minister
tant Chief of Diwan at Prime Minister’s
Office 193942, Director of Propaganda and
Social Affairs April 1942-April 1943, Chief of
Service in Prime Minister’s Office April 1943-Ma
1945. Director of Prime Minister’s Office May 1945.
Appointed Second Counsellor at Ministry for Foreign
Affairs March 1946 in addition to his other post.
August 1947 sent on mission to London and was
guest of British Council for & month. Combined
the posts of secretary-general of the Secretariat of
the Council of Ministers and director of the Prime
Minister’s Office, until he had to make way for a
supparter of the régime in Sepiember 1952. He
became Inspector-General of the Foreign Service
until. in March 1953, he was appointed first Syrian
Minisier 10 the Holy See.

Intelligent. A su of Jamil Mardam and a
friend of Munir Ajlani, he has frequently shown
himsell to be well disposed towards the British.

A staunch Roman Catholic, he appears to dishike
(and be distrusted by) his Greek Orthodox
brethren.

1937-39, . Assis-

48. Hindieh, Grégoire
Armenian Catholic Archbishop of Aleppo. Born
1895 in Aleppo. Educated in the Armenian Sem-
inary in Rome. Member of a wealthy Aleppo family
with political connexions. A brother was at one time
Minister of Finance. Formerly known as a Franco-
Rliiﬂr:: after his brother's resignation from the Finance
nisiry he became a vehement critic of the French
Administration in Syria, and later became just as
critical of the Svrian Nationalist Administration.
A prelate whose interests are more témiporal than
spiritual and who is not much trusted locally.

49, Homsi, Edmond

Born 1901, Aleppo. Greek Orthodox. Son of
Albert  Homsy. educated AUB. Switzerland
and England, private banker with interests in
Egypt. who did lucrative businzss with Turks
during the 1914 war. He is an imporiam
sharcholder in the Bangue de Syrie et du Liban.
Was Syrian Minister of Finance (March to October
1936). Member of Syrian delegation for the con-
clusion of the F yrian Treaty in 1936. Elected
Nationalist Deputy for Aleppo, December 1936.
Took wnofficial charge of the British Consulate at
Aleppo duqn; 1941 evacuation and has always been
outspoken in his British sympathies. However he is
apt to be influenced by his wife who is pro-French.
Was made honorary Commander of the British
Empire. April 1946 appointed Minister of Finance
in Saadullah Jabri’s tt swovernment when he insti-
tuted investigation into irregularities in  Finance
Ministry. Failed in 1947 elections on President’s
list. Appointed Syrian Minister to London (and to
Brussels) in June 1949. Relieved of his post in
October 1952 on the grounds that he was out of
T:I"ch with developments at home. Now back in

eppo.

Intelligent and pleasant, if so St
Hostile 1o General Shishakli's régimm:.“ indolent.

50. Houbby, Said, Colonel
A Moslem, born in 1902 in Damascus. In 1946
F‘J-::'I&mhc Director of the Deuxiéme Bureau and in
¢ was appainied military attaché in Washing-
ton. In 1950 he became Deputy Assistant Chief of
Stalf and later that year was given command of the
Syrian air force. In {05] he Joft the air force and was
mac_iic Commander of the Armoured Forces and in
1952 was, in_addition, made Commander of the
Southern Region.  Appointed military attaché in
Ankara in April 1953, :
He is a reserved but astute officer, slow but
efficient and above the average in personality. He

=

i5 a sick man as a result of a serious motor accident
which injured his head. .
He spzaks Arabic and French, but no English.

51. Houvrani, Akram
Born Hama about 1915, Sunni Moslem. Lawyer.
Extremist leader of Youth Party of Hama. Joined
Iragi revolution 1941 at head of a small number of
young men; met German commission in Homs and
Aleppo. Dcpruti-.' 1943, and Secretary of Chamber of
Deputies. Tntelligent and has considerable mfluence
over young men, including sons of notables, in spite
of his anti-feudal views. Waec engaged in active
agitation against the Feudal Party (Ghaleb Azm,
Abdul Qader Kailani (g.+.)) and escaped arrest
together with Raif Milgi (q.v)) only by intérvention
of the Prime Minister (February 1944) A leading
member of the Constitutional Liberal Party and a
most active critic of the Government. Proprietor
dnd chicf editor of El Yagza first published May
1946 —which from the first issue has adopted a
Violently anti-British attitude, and is notable even
amongst Syrian newspapers for the inaccuracy of its
news.  Reeclected Deputy for Hama 1947, Member
of Parliamentary Constitutional Party 1948, Actually
fought for six weeks with volunteers in Palestine early
1948, and urged severe measures in Government.
An intimate counsellor of Zaim in the early days of
the coup d'Erar of March 1949 and is said to have
responsible for many of the reforms which were
then initiated. Broke with Zaim and after the later's
death became Minister of Agriculture in Hashem
Atnssi’'s Cabinet of August 1949 in which he was
the most dynamic member. Elected as an Inde-
ﬁldﬂ:t to the Constituent Assembly in MNovem-
1949, Headed the group in the Assembly which
strongly opposes Syro-Iragi union and found er-
support among Army officers, notably Lieut.-
(then) Adib Shishakli (g.v.) with whom he
threw in his lot. Appointed Minister of Defence in
the Cabinet formed by Khalid al Azm in December
949, In January 1950 formed his own Radical-
Socialist Pu'rg the “Arab Socialist Party.” Resi
from the Cabinet in April 1950. Married early in
1951. He rurely appeared in public. He has fried
o rally all Left-wing elements to his party, and has
turned a blind to the penetration of his party by
known Communists. Though formerly a close friend
of General Shishalki, they have latterly become
Stranged. Hourani wis suspected of being impli-
cated in plotting with some army officers against the
régime at the end of 1952 and took refuge with
Salahuddin Bitar (g.v.) in the Lebanon early in
January 1953. From there he carried on p:'?n-
illldll and intrigues against the régime until asked
N'v' the Lebanese Government to leave in June 1953,
oW reported 1o be in Switzerland.
~Knows no foreign language. A man with con-
Sidemble drive but wvain and irresponsible.
Ambitious and ruthless.

52, Huncidi, Abdul Rahman

Born about 1910, Sunni Moslem. A member of
3 land-owning family of Deir-ez-Zor. Has a French
Wife. Siudied in France.

Appointed Minister of Agriculture on 9th June,
1952 He later became Minister of the Interior
a5 well. Reappointed Minister of Agriculture in the
hew Government formed in July 1953,

53, Huraiki, Ignatios

Born about 1900 in Hama, Greek Orthodox Bishop
of Hama, As wsual with Levant ecclesiastics, more
Wierested in politics than church matters and tries
.2 get his finger in every pie. Supporter of National-
‘f“ bloc, was elected vice-president of the Committee
iW the Defence of Palestine at the Arab Conference
i Bludan 1937. At meeting at Aleppo (Z1st Nov-
fmber, 1942) 1o commemorate Hanano, Nationalist

47680
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héro, made a speech to the eilect that there were no
minorities.  This roused uproar in the Christian and
French circles. A speikeér of repute, in July 1947
was sent by the Painarch 1o Brazil, where he
addressed ex-patriate Syrians.

Clever and unscrupulous.

54. Husseini, [brahim, Colonel

Borm 1913 in Homs, A Moslem. In March 1949
he commanded the Military Police. In August 1949
he was amested and imprisoned following the
Hinnawi coup J'Erar.  In October 1949 he was
reinstated 1o his command. He was appomted
Director of the Deuxiéme Bureau in January 1950,
In August 1950 he was amested for the murder of
Colonel Mohamed Nasser., Commander of the Air
Force. After acquittal, he left for France. In 1952
he returned at General Shishakli's request and was
made Director-General of Police and the Sireté,
Early in 1953 he was promoled 10 colonel as a
reward for stifling a plot against the régime in which
senior army officers were mvolved. .

He is a very intelligent and able officer who s
feared for his ruthlessness, Al the present moment
he is close to General Shishakli, but the latter must
realise that he is one of the most likely rival con-
tenders for power. Speaks fuent French.

55, Ibish, Nuri
Born about 1895 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
Educated at A.UB. and Cirencester Agricultural
College. Appointed by Saadullah Jabri's Govemn-
ment 1o be Director-General of Tribal Affairs
(March 1944) on the cession of the Tribal Depan-
ment by the French to the Syrians. Resigned
November 1946, [Elected oty for Damascus
1947, receiving highest number of voles cast
which made him aspire to the Presidency. Has
spent a great deal of money on the improvement
of his farm near Damascus. Was co-opted Minister
of Agriculture in Husni Zaim's two Cabinets and
worked hard to reform his Ministry. Appointed
Minister of the Interior in Govemment formed in
July 1953. 35
ell disposed towards Britain.

56. Jabri, Awni Ei :

Born Aleppo about 1910.  Sunni  Moslem.
Nephew of Ihsan el Jabri (ga.) and of the late
Saadallah el Jabri, and er of Shakib Jabri,
Syrian Minister in Tehran. He studied law in
Switzerland, but was at first refused permission to
practise in Syria because his diploma was con-
sidered obscure. Joined the Facully of Law at the
University in 1950, but later turned to farmmng.
Appointed Minister of National Economy in Juh
1953, Had not previously taken an active part in
politics, though, like the rest of his family, his
sympathies have probably been with the Nationalist

rty.

Said to have an excitable temperament. Has a
French wile.

7. ) Thsan .
Bu:nmﬁlnppo about 1885. Sunmi Maoslem.
Brother of the late Saadullah al Jabri. Deputy

in the Parliament at Constantinople
duri Turkish régime and for a tme
aide-decamp 1o the Sultan. Returned  to
Aleppo after the war and proceeded to Damascus,
where he was Chamberlain to King Faisal during the
latter's short reign. Fled with King Faisal at the
time of the French occupation of Damascus, first
to Palestine and then 1o Irag. In 1924 he was
deleaated by the Syrian Arabs to go to G{M?,n
to uphold the cause of Syrian independence at the
Leaeue of Nations in comoany with the Druse
leader, the Emir Shakib Arslan.  Sentenced by the
Freach to permanent banishment from Syn: and
c2

for A
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remamed in Europe working for  Syrian inde.
pendence from 1924 1o 1937. Amnestied in April
1¥37 and was Mohafiz of Latakia in November 1937
to April 1939, Was actively associated with bread
strikes in Aleppo, March 1941, Arrested by the
British in Aleppo in September 1942 as potentially
dangesous, but released m September 1943, Failed
mn 1947 elections; president of the Aleppo branch of
MNational Party 1948, An enthusiastic Nationalist
of influence who still has personal ambitions.

58. Jabri, Majduddin

Born in Aleppo in 1910. Sunni Moslem.
Son of Kemal Bey Jabri and nephew of
Saadullah Bey Jabri: married to Hale, daughter of
Ihsan Bey Jabri  (brother of Sasdullah  Bey).
Educated at Aleppo and for five vears a1 Rober
College. Istanbul, Spent three yvears, 1932 to 1933, in
United States (B.A. lllinois University) where he
studied engineering. Served for six years in the
Public Works Department of the Palestine Govern-
ment and seconded for service im Transjordan
(1937-43). Secretary-General of Aleppo Municipality
1944-45 and President of the Municipality since July
1946, Took office as Minister of Public Works in
Khaled el Azm’s non-party Government of Decem-
ber 1948. Although invited by Husni Zaim 1o act
as public works adviser he refused and was apparently
against the régime.  Also refused the post of Minister
of Public Works in Hashim Atassi’s Cabinet of
August 1949, Withdrew to Beirut at the end of
1949 and has apparcnlly given up any idea of
returning to Syrian politics. Much influenced by his
wife. Was recently appointed by the Government
of Kuwait to be head of the Public Works Depart-
ment there.

Well  educated, practical, moderate and less
susceptible to party and family influences than most
Arabs. Devoles his sgarc time to explmting his
father’s many estates. Speaks excellent English and
good French: the moin hope for the future of the
Jabri family.

59, Jarzar, Karem al.

Born about 1899 in Hama. Sunni Moslem.
Secretary-General, Ministry of Public Works.

Civil engineer, studied and qualified (through a
scholarship) in France. Appointed as an assistant
in Damascus Municipality.

Later appointed Director of Concessions Control
Office. Returned to Ministry of Public Works, to
his present post, during Hassan Hakim's Govern-
ment in autumn of 1951 : :

Speaks French and some English. Married. An
efficient and circu civil servanl who has steered
clexr of politics. Well disposed to Britain.

60. Kahhali, Nurnddin

Born 1908 in Homs. Moslem. Educated at
Robert College, Istanbul. where he obtained his
B.5c. in eclectrical engineering : later went to Hlinois
College, United States and graduated in Civil
Engincering. On his retumn to Syria in 1929 he
worked for two years as engineer with the Damascus
Tramway and Electricity Company, and from
1931-34 was employved in a similar capacity with the
Cement Company in Damascus. i

He started his carcer as a Civil Servant in 1935
when he entered the Public Works Department as
engineer for the Damascus Municipality, a position
which he held until 1941, He was then appointed
Chicf of the Trrigation Department, and promoted
to be Director of Irrigation in 1944. During that
year he represented Syria at the International Air
Conference at Chicago, and also accompanied the
Syrian Delegation to the United Nations Organisation
Conference in San Francisco in 1945, 2 -

He was Secretary of the Syrian Engincers
Association when it was founded in 1942. In 1947

he was fﬂ"'"m"d Director-General of the Ministry of
Public Works and Communications, and in [94%
was promoted to Secretary-General of the Ministry,
ﬁp?;:-;!;wd director of the Lattakia' Port Project
in :

Nuruddin Kahhali, who is regarded as the most
qualified enginger in the Govémment service. is a
hard worker and has devoted a good deal of time as
technical adviser to the Government in connexion
with the wvarious Syrian economic delevopment
schemes, nolably the ‘Yarmouk H}'er-Eﬁcn:r'm
Scheme.

Kahhali speaks fluent English, and reasonabl
good anhjr:en 4

61. Kailani, Saadi (Shami Pir)

Born about 1904 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
Brother of Akram Kailani {g.v.). Made no secret
of his admiration for the Germans, Appeared as an
agilator in Waziristan before or at the outbreak of
war and was bought off by the payment by the
Government of India of a large sum of money
through our Consulate in Damascus. In touch with
Germans and ourselves during war and asked to be
sent 1o India under our supervision but offer refused.
Was found in the Britdsh Zone of Germany in the
autumn of 1945; representations were made by the
Foreign Office to the War Oifice that all possible
steps should be taken to prevent him returning to
Syria. The India Office took the same view as
regards India. He returned to Damascus, however,
in July 196 in a French ship. Failed in 1947
elections.  As a result of high gambling and election
expenses his finances are shaky. La uﬁm mastly in
Beirut, during Zaim's régime. Implicated with his
brother Akram (g.v.) in the murder of the Qadhi of
Damascus carly in 1950 and sentenced to four years'
im mi:rlnmcl::,_ hIl:ﬂw r:l;ul?i and in financial
de;cu ties having much of his property through
the defection of his business partners. A closs
friend of Ali Dandashi (g.v.). s a German wife,

A cruel and ruthless person of considerable ability,
who would probably be ready to support any régime
from which he could expect to bemefit.

62, Abdurrahman

_ Born 1890 in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. Educated
in the American University of Beirut. Married
into the Mudarres family. King Faisal's Chamber-
lain at Damascus. Prominent Nationalist but
inclined to preach moderation.  Elected Nationalist
Deputy for Aleppo in 1936. Minister of Fducation
and of Justice in the former MNationalist Govern-
ment. Went to Geneva in December 1936 1o put
forward the Arab claim for Alexandreita. £:t
from Damascus to Aleppo in Febroary 1937 1o
apologise to the French for the fron Shint
clash with the French Gendarmeric. Minister
of Education and Justice in the second Jamil Mar-
dam Cabinet (July 1937 1o February 193%). Minister
of National Economy in the Lutfi Haffar Cabinet
(Feb to March 1939). His moderate party was
swam in July 1943 elections by Suadullah Jabri,
but he was cventually elected himself and was
Minister for Justice in Saadullsh Jabri's first
Government August 1943 10 October 1944, Minister
of Jus}:cr. and Minister of Public Works in Fares
Khouri’s first Government October 1944 to April
1945. Became a leading member of the Constitu-
tional Liberal Party and lost no rtunity of
attacking succeeding Governments in Chamber
of Depuaties. Failed in 1947 clections. Member of
Syrian De:'lqrmm to United Nations General Assem-
bly in Paris. 1948, Became President of the
National Party in 1949, Opposed to the draft
Constitution and method of election as President of
g::::r:fiu IShqukH (July 1953). Intelligent, but not

63. Khalil, Abdul Hamid

Born in Bosra Eskisham (Hauran) about 1916
Sunni Moslem. Graduate of law at Damascus
University. Appointed 1o the Judiciury about 1940
and held the rank of magistrate until recently
appointed Secretary-General of the Ministry of the
Interior. He is also Secretary-General of General
Shishakli's Arab Liberation Movement

He is a particularly unimpressive individual about
whosz past ltle is known.

64, Khankan, Rifa'st, Brigadier .
A Moslem of Kurdish uaiﬂn from Khanaquin.
Born in Damascus about 1904, Edoeated at the
American University at Beirut, became heutenant-
colonel in 1942, colonel in 1949 and brigadier in
1952, ' Later became Director of Conscription,
Recruiting and Military Justice, Retired from the
army and appointed Minister of Mational Defence
in Government formed in July 1953,

He has served mainly on staff and has never
commanded troops. He is lazy, of scant intelligence
and does not command the confidence of his sub-
ordinates, He is, however, likeable and makes
friends easily. He speaks Arabic, Turkish, French
and some English.

65, Khater, Murshid, Dr,

Born about 1888, Maronite. Lebanese by
birth but has lived in Syria since 1920, Graduate
of Jesuit University, Beirut. Doctor of medicine.
Former professor at Syrian University (retired) but
glill operates there occasionally and s senior
surgeon at the Military Hospital at Mezzé.  Well
known a: o capable surgeon. Has never openly
taken part in politics until appointed Minister of
Public Health on %th June, 1952, An intimate
friend of Munir Sadat (g.v.). Resigned on forma-
tion of new Government in July 1953,

An easy-going individual, financially independent,
but fond n% money.  Speaks excellent French. No
English.

66, Kekhin, Rushdi

Born 1905. Belongs to a well-known middle-class
Aleppo Moslem family. Studied law st Damascus
University. Elected ty for Aleppo, December
1936, he became known for his vehement s
in the Syrian Assembly, Resi from the National

bloc, M ﬂ%m ty for in 1943 in
opposition 1o abn and Ka: and
remained to them in MM%

thTmEEnfh‘ﬁlmmyCmﬁmumuhny.
He is known and admired as a man sincerely devoted
o constitutional practices, which he carried with
him into the Popular Party whose leader he
became in August 1948. His opposition 1o the
Mardam and Khaled ¢l Azm Cabinets in 1948 and
his obstinate refusal to associate himself with the
Zaim régime made him extremely popular. After
the overthrow of Zaim he accepted the post of
Minister of the Interior in Hashim Atassi's predom-
inantly Popular Party Cabinet. In November 1949
elected to the Constituent Assembly, of which he was
President. A strong protagonist of the idea of Syro-
Iragi u;;un.

President of the Chamber of Deputics from
September 1950 until March 1951 wh:npuh: resigned
following the fall of Nazim Qudsi's Government.
Imprisoned after General Shishakli’s coup o Etar of
29th November, 1951, released, April 1952, Opposed
to the draft Constitution and method of election as
President of General Shishakli (July 1953),

A man of some character and seriousness of pur-
pose but not muoch brain,

67. Khatib, Muhammad Subhi
Born 1911 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.  Studied
in Syrian elementary schools. Showed an interest
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in social affairs from an early age. Began his
carcer a5 a labourer in a textile factory. There
he organised the first Syrian trade union in
E!I’I?.d g:iht:c:ggd his leisure to ﬁﬁﬁ
sprea e union movemenl
had created unions in several trades in {hcumm
In 1937 he succeeded in winning official approval
for a Syrian Labour Law. In 1 he carried his
work a stage further by securing the passage of a
comprehensive and progressive Labour Law. - He has
succeeded in unifying the Trade Union Movement in
Syria and is president of the General Council of
Syrian Trade Unions. Since 1933 he has used
journalism 4s an instrument in his struggle:  His main
contributions have appeared in the Jocal magazines
of which he has been editor at various times. Early
in 1950 he began publishing a trade union newspaper
called Al Ummal. Bitterly opposed 1o communism
and has often been attacked by Syrian Communists.
Visited the United Kingdom as guest of His
Majesty's Government in 1951, and the United
States as guest of United States Government in
1953,

He is a man of hi inciple, intelligent, indus-
trious and slightly szm“g in company.

68. Khoja, Hamid

Born 1907 in Ragga and of a family of religious
teachers. Sunni Moslem. Educated at the Franciscan
School at Aleppo and at the Teachers’ Training Col-
lege, Aleppo.  Studied law in Paris, where he obtained
his degree. Deputy for Ragga 1932-36 and again
1943. Appointed Kaimakam 1937 first at Ziwiyeh
and then at Jerablous. A leading member of the
Constitutional Liberal Party, he fagiled in the 1947
elections as the result of the intervention of the
Syrian President in favour of his own candidate.
Elected to the Constituent Assembly in November
1949,  Secretary of the Republican Liberal bloc
formed by Abdul Bagi Nizamuddin (g.v.) carly in
1950, Minister of Public Works in Hassan Hakim's
{g.v.) Government from August to November 1951,

His influence might prove important in the
tribal area where he is the recognised political
leader of a pumber of influential tribal sheikhs. Has
shown readiness to co-operate with the British and is
an agreeable and cultivated widely travelled
individual,

6%. Khouri;, Faiz

Born about 1891 in the Lebanon. Greek Orthodox.
Educated by Irish Preshyterian Mission, at American
College, Beirut, and at Law School, Istanbul.
Originally Protestant, but converted to Orthodoxy in
1935 as latter mmmunili had representative in
Chamber and Protestants had not. Elected to the
Constituent Assembly, 1928, as mouthpiece for his
brother Fares (.v.). Noted Nationalist. Dean of the
Faculty of Law at the Syrian University, Damascus,
from year 1941 to 1943, Nationalist Deputy in 1932
with t following among university = students.
Played a leading part in the first session of Parlia-
ment and again during the gencral strike of 1936
Re-elected uty in %ea:m 1936, Head of the
Damascus Bar, 1936 1o 1940. Minister of Finance
and Acting Minister for Foreign Affairs in the fiftcen
day ministry of Lutfi Haffar, 1939, Minister for
Foreign Affairs under Hassan al Hakim, September
1941 1o April 1942, and Minister for Foreign Affairs
ot Copel 1943t Jamaary 1949 TOoksirong e
ment (Apri to Ja : strong
with the French over concessions of form to Syran
indcpendence, but was unsuccessful. In a

with Lebanese, stru to obtain control of
“Intéréts Communs.” Framed budget for 1942
balanced {on paper) with from new taxes
on income mr agriculture. Was dent of Com-
mission supérieure to monopolise Syrian wheat, and
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uisplayed considerable energy and courage. Was
attacked by landlords, &c., as being a Christian and
corrupt, and forced 10 resign presidency of Wheat
Office in July 1942. When Jemil Ulshi replaced
Husni Barazi as Prime Minister (January 1943) Faiz
Khouri giave up the Ministry of Finance, retaining
only. the Ministry for Foreign Affairs; one of the
reasons for ihis being that it was felt that, as a
Christian, he was nol in a strong position (o enforce
taxation projects. He remained in office until the
fall of the Ulshi Government. March 1943, His
association with the non-parliamentary régime of
1941-43 brought him into disfavour with the
Mationalists, who refused to include him on their
electoral hist. He stood as an independent and
failed, retiring to Beirut where be remained for a
year. Appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Moscow
April 1945 : remaining there for a few months only
he returned 10 Damascus and was apfpaimtd as
Acting Director-General of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs, October to December 1945,  Placed on pen-
sion 1946, Appointed Syrian Minister to Washing-
ton, June 1947, Head of Syrian delegation 1o United
Mations Assembly, September 1949 and 19350,
Aﬁggo':mﬁ] ambassador 1o London in Seplemsber
173l

A man of moderate political opinions and con-
siderable intelbgence with undoubted ambition but
has the reputation of being difficult to work with.
Speaks good English and French. Despite his
religion, 15 on good terms with Moslems.

70. Khouri, Faris

Bom about 1875 in the Lebanon. Brother of Faiz
Khouri (g.v.). Educated at American College at
Beirut. %‘rﬂtutﬂnt. Was a dragoman at British
Consulate, Damascus, from 1899 to 1909. A
member of the Turkish Parliament in 1913,
Lawyer. Minister of Finance under . Faisal,
when he discreetly lined his pockets.  Minister
of Public Instruction under Damad, 1926,
Deported some months later on suspicion of assist-
ing rebels, thus winning ‘s crown of glory and
confidence of Moslems. ell-of. Chairman of
board of directors of National Cement Company ;
wis professor of the School of Law, but resigned in
1941 ; legal adviser to the mummpmllt; untl 1942,
when he passed it to his son Subail, Took leading
part in the general strike of 1936, Wenl 1o Paris in
March 1936 as member of the Nationalist delegation
o negotiate a Franco-Syrian treaty, Deputy, Decem-
ber 1936, Ek::nd Prcs_i}l;:ml: of lh:bcChlll:;gEr of
Deputies ef) on 21st December, , i
mcngnitiunsmnis services to the Nationalist bloc in
the treaty negotiations. From fall of Natonalist
Government in 1939, played no active part in politics
until 1943, when he was mlm:dplm:f by a
bare majority and again in 1947. of the
Chamber August 1943 to October 1944 and again
October 1945 w0 October 1946, Prime Minister and
Minister for Interior and for Education, October
1944 to April 1945, Member of Syrian Committee
which Charter of Arab League, March 1945;
Prime Minister April to August 1945, Head of
Syrian Delegation to United Nations Organisation
Conference at San Francisco April 1945. Prime
Minister August to October 1945. Head of Syrian
Delegation to United Nations Organisation Con-
ference at London, Movember 1945, and to Round
Table Conference on Palestine in London August
1946 and to United Nations General Assembly
Session October 1947,  Syrian  Representative on
Security Council December 194648, On  his
return o Syria enjoyed the position of revered
¢lder stateman but has refused to accept any
minisierial Although he gave Zaim's
his blessing he criticised what he considered 1o be the
unconstitutional pature of some of Zaim's acts

Represents Syrin on the United Mations Inte:-
natipnal Law Commission. Came out strongly
against the clause in the draft  Constitution
(April 1950) making Iclam the religion of the State,
Replaczd by Farid Zainuddin (g.v.) in Junz, 1951 as
head of th= Permansnl Syrian Delegation 1o the
United Nations, but headed the Syrian Delegation 1o
the General Assembly in the avtumn of 1951,

Is a prudent and skilful, if unscrupulous, politician,
who is, despite his religion, on good lerms with the
Moslems amd not with the Chrstians.  Talks
excellent English. A likeable but obstinate old man;
his age and heart trouble have made him m-
capable of withstanding the rough and tumble of
Syrian politics.

Is clearly now intellectually well past his prime.

71. Kuzbari, Nader

About 40 vears of age. Sunni Moslem. Comes
of a well-to-do Damascus family. Holds a French
doctorate of law (1937),

Formerly 8 member of the Council of State, he
was promoted o the rank of counsellor in this body
in 1951. He has also held a number of judicial and
adminestrative posts,

Married 10 a daughter of the former Nationalist
Party leader Lutfi Haffar (g.v.). Acling Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs from the
end of 1952 1o August 1953

Rather pompous and, probably, anxious 1o prove
himself a good pan-Arab. ' Very ineffective. He has
an agrezable and cultivated wife.

72, Lian, Mikhael Michel

Born Aleppo 1900, Greek Orthodox. Educated
American University, Beirut. Professes an extreme
form of nationalism. Was secretary at Aleppo of the
Nﬂmlml#[iﬁml h:hm :lr;;njd hD:put:,.- i for
Aleppo in . In August e nised
a large number of Deputies to gmtl'pﬁﬁ?ﬂntﬂ
the President of the Chamber asking for the resigna-
tion of Fares Khouri's second Government, August
to November 1945 Minister for Foreign Affairs in
Fares Khouri's third Goverament April to
December 1946 Minister of Public Works in
Saadullah Jabri's third Government. Failed in the
1947 elections on the President’s list, but became
Minister of National E'mnnmcj' in Jamil Mardam"s
1948 Government. Pretended to co-operate with
Husni Zaim but secretly worked hard against him.
Opposed to the dmft Constitution and method of
election as President of General Shishakli (July 1953),
_Speaks some English and French and has shown
himself anxious 1o bz well regarded by the British,
He is an assiduous political intrigusr and enjoved
Sandullah Jabri's support but otherwise appears to
b stupid and incompetent. ;

73. Mahassin, Assad, Dr.

Born 1913 in Damascus. Sunni  Moslem.
Secondary education at the Péres Lararistes School,
Damascus. A doctor of law of the Pars Faculty
1935, Formerly Dean of the Lawyers’ Association
of Damascus. A professor at the Faculty of Law,
Damascus. A member of the Board of the Elec-
tricity Company and of the Broadcasting Council.
Appointed Minister of Justice in Government formed
in July 1953.

Speaks good French and some English.

74. Maizer ibn Abdul Muhsin al Jarba, Shaikh
Born 1907. Became head of the tribe of
Shammar of Zor in 1907, when French recognised
Eﬁ;ﬁd E?Iml:!i?lui: aL]I‘-‘;rcs. .Di“‘“lh‘?l‘:“ﬁ“ of
g, aspires 1o place.
Depqlst 193639, In 1941 had contacts with German
Armustice Commission in Beirut. Deputy in 1943
and 1947 for Badiat el Jezireh.

Elzcied o the Constituent Assembly in Novem-
ber 1949

Ol a 'peacelul disposition and weak in character.
Was always led by French,

75. Maloyan, Hrant

Armenian Catholic. Born Istanbul 18935; graduat:
of Istanbul College: teacher Military College Istan-
bul 1915-16. Took part in 1914-18 war with 53rd
Turkish Division at Ghaza. Chief of the Armenian
Division in the Freach army at Beirut in 1918, As
second Jisutenant took part in occupation of Adana
and Cilicia; promoted to rank of captain 1918; was
appointed to Syrian Gendarmerie at Aleppo. Acre
and ' Antioch 1921 o 1925, durin Sz'n';an revalution
was (ransferred 1o Damascus 1925-26 in charge of
Gendarmerie Transport Company: from 1935-37 was
Officer Commanding, Gendarmeric Hama, Deir-cz-
Zor and Euphrates. 193941 Officer Commanding,
Gendarmene. Damascus, Mohafazar. 194245 was
promoted 1o rank of lieutenant-colone] and appointed
Officzr Commanding, Gendarmerie, First Legion. In
August 1945 was promoted to rank of colonel and
appointed acting Commandant-General of Gen-
darmerie. He took no part in the coups o'Erar of
Zaim and Hinnawi although he could easily have
cashed in. He was retired after the coup
d'Erar in August 1949. Became B.O.A.C. sales
representative in Damascus in 1953,

xtremely able and intelligent and it was largely

due 1o his uplhi;lig that the Syrian Gendarmerie
has been nised and has reached a reasonable
standard of efficiency. Always reéady to co-operate
with the British but since the coups & Etar umq
hai bscome suspect because of his close connexion
with them. He speaks Arabic, English, French,
Turkish, Greek. Italian and Armenian.

76. Mardam, Abdulrahman, Colonel

A Sunni Moslem, born Damascus 1916, Entered
Military School, Homs, 1937 and later that year
emsred St. Cyr, France s offiter cader. 1939,
graduated from St. Cyr and appointed second.
lizutennnt in the Syrian army. 1942, promoted
liewtenant. 1944, promoted captain. 1945, served
in Syrian gendarmeric and later that year resigned
from the French forces. 1946, made provost
marzhal. 1948, commanded the 15t Armoured
Banalion in the Palestinian war. 1949, promoted
major and given local rank of lieutenant-colonel on
appointment as military attaché, London. 1952,
promoted to Tull colonel.

This officer is intelligent and of average ability,
but idle and 1akes Little interest in his work as
military attache.

General Shishakli fully realises that Mardam’s
indolence cﬁlxi:judicc: the Syrian army’s relations with
the War . bot it suits him to keep this officer
away from Syria.

77. Mardam, Haidar

Brother-in-law of Jamil Mardam Bey. Bomn
Damaseus, 1898, Sunni Moslem. Graduated from
Law School, Damascus, 1923, Married Damascus
Christian and went 10 France to study law for scveral
vears, Secretary to municipality 1929-30. In 1936
Kaimakam at Ma'arat. Jan 1938 (MNationalist
Government) “ chel du pro " in the Foreign
Office and in March 1938 appointed Actin
Mohafiz of Jezirah. In July 1939 Kaimakam
Idlib. Tn August 1941 appoinied Mohafiz of Homs,
where he remained until June 1942, when he
was dismissed because he was suspected by Syrian
Government of carrying |p‘l'¢rnutian to French. In
Aggust 1942 he was appointed to the Foreign Office
15 “chel du protocole.” Mohafiz of Hauran. April
1943 to March 1946, when he was tmnsferred 1o the
central office at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, but
refused to take up his post as it was graded lower

-
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in rank than that of Mohafiz. While Mohafiz of the
Hauran he was suspected by the Government of
being m suspiciously close touch with Amman, but
wis the first 1o * clean up "' the French in 1943, whea
be szems 1o have shown energy, cournge and ability
to handle a fluid situation, and firmness tempered
with justice towards a defeated enemy. Appointed
Syrian Minister to Jedda in. March 1947. Recalled
in June 1949, Appointed Syrian Minister to Rome in
June 1931,

Mildly Mationalist in politics, pleasant and open-
minded, but rather lacking in encrgy.

78. Mardam, Jamil

Bom about 18%0 in Damascus, Sunni Moslem.
Nationalist member of Constituent Assembly 1928,
Deputy in 1932 and Minister of Finance. Was a
member of the Nationalist delegation that went to
Paris in March 1936 and became Prime Minister and
Minister of MNational Economy December 1936 1o
July 1937. He formed new Cabinet July 1937,
but his Government was aitacked. notably by
Dr. Shahbandar and Munir Ajlani, over the 1936
Franco-Syrian Treaty, Relations between Mardam
and Shahbandar continued to deteriorate until
the former was forced 1o resign. He and his
Cabinzet were openly accused by the press of great
corruption and peculation. When Shahbandar was
murderzd in July 1940 Jamil Mardam was accused
by the Shahbandarists of complicity and, with a few
others, fled 10 Bagdad. Was in Bagdad at the be-
ginning of the Rashid Ali revolt (May 1941), but is
believed 1o have exerted moderating influcnce on
rebels.  Returned 1o Syria May 1941,

In January 1942 he went to Egypt, and. on his
rejurn. tried to provoke a political crisis by pre-
tending that he enjoved the confidence of the British,
who had asked him to form a Government. He
repeated this manceuvre with greater insistence in
Jun:_ 1942, As a result, the Alliecs obliged him to
live in the Lebanon and a communiqué was issued
condemning his action. Elected Deputy in 1943 and
in 1947 on Shukri Quwatli’s list.  Minister for
Foreizn Aflairs and president of Cereals Commission
in Saadullah Jabri's first Government, August 1943
to October 1944, Syrian representative on the Com-
mittee of Foreign Ministers of Arab Countries which
met in Cairo in February 1945 1o draw up Arab
League Charter. Minister for Foreign Affairs and
for Defence and Government representative to
Supreme Mira Council in Fares Khouri's first
Government, October 1944 to April 1945 Minister
for Foreign Allairs and for Defence in Fares Khouri's
second Government, April 10 August 1945 ; Acting
Prime Minister during the Prime Ministers absence
at U.N.O. Conference in San Francisco and was
therefore head of the Government at the time of the
events of May 1945, Appointed Minister Plenipo-
tentiary 1o Cairo, October 1945, and also 1o Saudi
Arabia, October 1945, and presided at November
1945 session of Arab League, and on several other
occasions has represented Syrin at Arab League
Meetings. Prime Minister and Minister of Interior
and Health December 1946 to February 1947.
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs
April 1947.  Appointed Military Governor Svra
I5th May, 1948, Minister of Defence 23rd Mayv,
1948. His Government was forced to resign in
December 1948 by popular demonstrations. Has
since lived outside Syria.

Foxy, souple and a trimmer. A man of great
ambition and considerable ability, but not very
scrupulous in money matiers. Is probably the most
likely of the leading members of the old National
bloc 1o ally hi with a monarchical movement
if he thought his interests lav that way.,

79, Mardam, Khalil
Sunni Moslem. Born about 189% in Damascus
where he attended the secondary school. He then
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went 1o Cambridge. Minister of Education in 1942,
Minister of Education and Health in 1949 (under
the Ziam régime). Appointed Minister to lmag in
1951. Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in
Government formed in July 1953,

A poet and writer. Director-General of the Syrian
Arb Academy in Damascus in 1948 and visited the
United Kingdom that wear as a British Council
visitor, [Elected president of the Syrian Arab
Academy in 1953, Alo a3 member of the Fuad
Ist Academy, Cairo, and of Oriental Studies,
London.

Charming and genuinely pro-British but weak.

80. Mardini, Abdul Hamid

A native of Aleppo, about 50 years old. Sunni
Moslem. Before becoming Mohafez of Damascus
District in 1943 he had held various posts in the
Judiciary, Now Mohafez of Damascus City. A
regular civil servant

A hard-working but unimpressive little man whose
tact and obadience to his military masters probably
ensure his continued stay in office.

Speaks French and some English. Always anxious
to help. He is actively pressing the development of
Damascus.

81, Raif

Born Hama about 1905 of humble family. Sunni
Moslem. Lawver. Extreme Nationalist and fomenter
of riots. Deputy for Hama 1943 but failed in 1947.
Became a leading member of the Constitutional
Liberal Party and joint editor of Al Yagza with
Akram Hourani (g.v.). to the Constituent
Assembly in November 1949 as an [Independent
Vice-President of the Assembly. Fell out with
Akram Hourani (g.v.) before the elections and joined
the Coalition list of Husni Barazi. Was a bitter foe
of Akram Hourani in Assembly debates. Appointed
Minister of Education and Actng Minister of
National Economy in the Cabinet formed by Khalid
al Azm on 2Tth March, 1951.

Very intelligent and used to have considerable
influence over the masses, who supported his ant-
feudal policy. Sincerely ‘believes in his cause. s

red to use vielence ¢

ad a reputation in Parliament for demagogic

oratory, which was usually of the most violent type
directed against someone or something.

B2, Mohaffel, Assad :
Born 1907. Of a respectable Aleppo family.
Sunni Moslem. Studied in France, where he
obtained degrees in law and literature. He then
wught French at the Aleppo Secondary School.
Transferred 1o the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
1946, and served as Consul in Cairo during the
idency of Shukri Quwatli; was later in the
inistry of Foreign Affairs. Counsellor in London
for 18 months until the end of 1952, when he was
appointed  Secretary-General at the Presidency.
Formerly a Nationalist, he is now thought to have
Joined the Arab Liberation Movement. When in
Aleppo he led a quiet life, did not join in politics,
and wrote poetry. He has a reputation there,
An intelligent and cul man, moderate and
friendly. Speaks good English and French. Edmond
Homsi (g.v.) says that he is lazy.

83. Mubarak, M .
Born 1912 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Sun
of the late Abdul Oadir Mubarak (of Algerian
origin), who was a prominent member of the
Arab Academy, Damascus. Graduate of Syrian
University, faculties of law, arts and sciences. Also
holds a licence in literature from the Sorbonne. A
teacher in the Government secondary school of
Damascus, he later became an inspector of education.

Leading member of the Tkhwan al Muslimeen and
elected 1o Parliament in 1947 as their candidate,
Elected 1o the Constituent Assembly in November
1949 as one of the candidates of the Islamic Socialst
Front. Appointed Minister of Public Works in the
Cabinet formed by Khalid al Azm in December 1949,
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet in May 1950,
After Ma'ruf Dawalibi's (g.v.) Cairo statement in
April 1950 Muhammad Mubarak, together with
Shaikh Mustafa al Sebai and the rest of the Islamic
Socialist Froat, began Sll.lbﬁcl}f to advocate a
rapprochement between the Arab States and the
Soviet Union, and: called for a treaty of friendship
between Syria and the Soviet Unmion. They later
ceased this clamour and even made statemenis
against communism. Allied with People’s Party in
1951, Mubarak became Minister of Agriculure in
Haossan Hakim's (g.v.) Government, August 1o
November 1951, and in Ma'rul Dawalibi’s (g}
Government, 28th w0 2%th November, 1951,
Imprisoned in January 1952 by General Shishakli
when he and Mustafa Sibai (g.v.) showed signs of
preparing to call out the mobs ostensibly in support
ﬁg}_ Egypt but really to upset or embarrass the
me.

84, Muodarris, Muhammad Khalil

Born 1894. Sunni Moslem. Member of a family
of wealthy A landowners who have a perpetual
feud with the Jabris (g.v.). President of the Aleppo
Cotton  Spinning Cﬂrgfuﬂy. Moderate in politics.
Appointed Minister Finance in the Mimstry of
Massouhi al Bukbari (March-May 1939). Was
several times consulted by Sheikh Taj ed Din in
1942 with a view to his becoming a Minister in the
Syrian Government, but was reputed 10 have reflused
any office unless it was that of Prime Minister. He
did not therefore become a member of the Cabinel
His brother, Ahmed. was elected Deputy 1943,
Is a friend of Jamil Mardam Bey and Edmmd
Homsy.
Industrious and well respectad.

85. Mudmris, Suleiman
Born about 1910 in Aleppo. Sunm Moslem,
Educated at the American University at Beirut and
St. John's College, Oxford, joined the LP.C. in 1932,
Between 1933-35 he assisted in negotiations for con-
cessional areas in Arabia. Seconded to Petroleum
Concessions, Ltd., in 1936, Appointed manager of
Syrian Petroleum y and Iraq Petroleum
mpany in Syria in 1941; became General Repre-
sentative of the Iraq Petroleum Company in Syria
in June 1952,

A widower: very Anglophile. Agreeable and
efficient though :l:::t of n:humnd.{ng ability. He takes
no part in politick though his thies are
probably with the National Party. o

B6. Muhairi, lssam

Born about 1920 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem,
Educated at Lycce Franco-Arabe and later at Syrian
University. Comes of a well-to-do property-owning
family. Unmarried,

Elected to Parliament in 1950, was P.P.S. Member
for Damascus. After the dissolution of Parliament
and the political parties, was believed to have been
close 10 General Shishakli, who was once himself
an active member of the same party. He was thus
a rival to Akram Hourani (g.v.). Owner of the
paper El Bena. _General Shishakli still seems to
think highly of him, but has not been able to coax
him into supporting the régime. He visited the
United Kingdom with a Syrian press delegation as
a guest of Her l_l-'ll.mr‘s vernment in 1952 and
vistted Yugoslavia in 1953,

Like most members of his party he exudes
doctrine and is slightly xenophobic. Speaks French
and some English,

87. Mujhim bin Muhaid, Amir

Born about 1885, Bedouwin chicf, head of the
Fedaan Wuld tribe in the Jezirah and Euphrates
region. Given the title of Amir and awarded the
Legion of Honour by the French in 1921 on the
model of the chiefs of the Rualla ty for
Jezirah in 1936, 1943 and 1947. Had well-armed
forces and was supported by the French though he
was careful not to offend the British. Of consider-
able importance but unpleasant, cold and astute in
character, and likely to turmn any em cy to his
sdvantage. His eldest son, Nouri, who was elected
to the Constituent Assembly in November 1949, lacks
his father’s dignity and astuteness.

88, Nizamuddin, Abdul Bagi

Born 1903 in the MNassibain, Turkey, where his
father was Kaimakam. Elementary education. [s
recognised as a political leader of Moslems in the
Jezireh. Was eclected Deputy in 1943 with French
support, but since then has professed strong inm
dent Arab views, and was re-elected in 1947,
large properties, from which he draws his income.
Reported to have sympathised with the revolt of
Rashid Ali in Irag. Elected to the Constituent
Assembly in November 1949, Minister of Agricul-
ture in Khalid al Azm's Cabinet of December 1949,
Formed the Republican Liberal bloc in the Assembly
in March 1950. Resigned with the rest of the
Cabinet in May 1950, Appointed Minister of Agri-
culture and Acting Minister of Justice in the Cabinet
formed by Khalid al Azm on 2Tth March, 1951,
Reputed to have appropriated large tracts of land
when in office. He is now farming on a large scale
in the Jezireh.

89, Nourallah, Kemal

Born about 1918. Of a middle-class family from
Jeblé. Sunni Moslem. Graduated at Damascus
School of Law. Formerly | or for the Latakia
district in the Ministry of Interioc. He was
Director of the Syrian Press for a time in 1949. In
1950 he became Secretary to the Mohafez of Al :
In 1952 he was appointed Mohafez of the Jebel
Druze, and Mohafez of Aleppo in April 1953,
Known to be an ardent supporter of the military

me.

Active, Iirn: m:;:- mllniiu said ta;e::_:o;mnnt. Not
popular wi o mem the Al
:;:ﬁnlsu-:iam who consider him too young fnreptgg

post.  Speaks French.

90, Pasha, Anwar Ibrahim, Dr.

Born about 1910. An Aleppine of pood family.
Sunni Moslem.

After being a farmer, he studied law in France
and was then appointed to the Faculty of Law at
the Univcrxi{a A People’s Party ty for A
in 1949, esignead from the rty in 1951
Appointed Minister of Education in July 1953

private means and a good repuiation.

91. Qabbani, Nazmi, Dr.

Born nbout 1891. Antended the Seco School
in Damascus and then studied medicine and surgery
in Paris. Graduated in 1921. Professor of surgery
Sener “‘"&?."?;nﬁ““""‘u“‘d”“"*’"‘" celok
General ishakli's  aide-de-camp.  Appoi
Minister of Health in Government furmedpr:’.luly
1953, .

A Moslem of the old school, respected and respect-
able. Has private means but lives quietly. Regarded
in medical circles as an cfficient surgeon. Refused
Government office under Zaim and has also refused

47689

L

the Rectorship of the University. Active, frank and
determined.  Speaks no Enghsh but fairly good
French.

92. Qanbar, Ahmed

Born about (910, Sunmi Moslem. An Aleppo
lawyer. Leading member of the Aleppo branch of
the People's Party. Owner of Al Nathir the organ of
the People’s Party in Aleppo. First electéd 1o Parlia-
ment in 1947, Elected 10 the Constituent Assembly
in November 1949, Appointed Minister of Public
Works in Nazim Qudsi's Cabinet in September 1950,
Resigned with the rest of the Cabinet on 9th March,
1951. Minister of the Interior in Ma'rif Dawalibi's
{g.v.) Government on 28th and 29th November, 1951,
Imprisoned by General Shishakli after the latter’s
coup d"Eral and released in April 1952,

An able and eloguent politician who, with Nazim
Qudsi (g.v.) built up the People’s Party. Reputedly
honest although accused of nepotism and corruption
by his political enemies.

93, Qudsi, Nazim

Born 1906 in Aleppo. Sunni Moslem. Lawver.
Acting during troubles of February 1936. Resignad
from MNationalist boc March 1939 and has since been
in opposition to the bloe. Considered suitable in
1941 as British propagandist, but refused pay. Sug-
gested for position in Syrian Cabinet in March 1942,
but his candidature was ruled out by the Allies on
account of his past xenophobe record. Elected
Deputy in July 1943 and in 1947, and worked with
Rushdi Kekhia (¢.v.) a3 reasonable eritic of Govern-
ment; refused Cabinet rank. Minister Plenipotentiary
to United States January 1945 1o August 1946,
Member of Syrian Delegation to LLN.O. erence
at San Francisco April 1945. Member of Syrian
Delegation 1o UN.O. Conference at London No-
vember 1945, Prominent member of Popular Party.
Appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs in Hashim
Atnssi's Government of August 1949, Elected 10 the
Constituent Assembly in November 1949. Formed
a2 Cabinet in December 1949, after General Adib
Shishakli's military coup. but resigned after less
than twenty-four hours as he would not submit 1o
army pressure. Subsequenily elected by the Assembly
as chairman of the commities which was formed o
draft the new Constitution. At the beginning of
June 1950 formed a Cabinet in succession to that of
Khatid al Aym, with armv su . Ag o result
of differences with the mili chioue led by General
Adib Shishakli. which he attributed mainly to French
intrigues, Nazim Qudsi resigned on 9th March, 1951,
After the fall of Zaim in 1949 Qudsi strongly advo-
cated union with Irag but he later became more
cautions and in December 1950 submitted to the
Arab League a much broader plan for the unity of
Amb States. Imprisoned by General Shishakli after
the coup dEr of 29th November. Released
February 1952,

A serious-minded, upright and sincere little man
who, however, nurses ted suspicions of
French and American designs on the Middle East as
a whole and Syria in particular. By contrast he is
well disposed towards Britain. whom he trusis con-
siderably more than the other Big Powers.

94, Quwath, Shukri
Born about 1886 in Damascus,  Sunni Moslem.

Supporter of Faisal. During the rebellion of 1925
:ﬂmjﬁ:l every assistance to the rebels, He fled 10
Palestine. but returned to Syria in 1931, Wice-presi-
dent of the Nationalist dloc at its inception. Made
Finance Minister and Defence Minister (combined)
in Jamil Mardam’s Cabinet on 21st December. 1936,
As head of his own party (Istiklal). but allied with
the Nationalists, was bitterly opposed to Council of
Directors, but until French armistic= (June 1940)
D
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did not take overt political action. He was in elose
contact with the lalian Disarmament Commission
during the whole of their stay here and was a con-
stant caller on the Italian Consulate in Damascus,
Met Roser, the German Agent, several times during
the latter's stay in Syria. On arrival of Allics was
openly opposed to them and judged it best to go on
“ pilgrimage ™ 10 Mecca (October 1941). Went to
Bagdad, where he was entrusted by Ibn Saud with
various negoliations beiween Saudi Arabia and Iraq.
Rewurned 1o Damascus (September 1942).  Entered
elections of 1943 as Nationalist leader. Elected
Deputy and President of the Republic over-
whelming majority.  Fell seriously ill (April 1944);
his life was saved by British military doctors with
transfusions of British blood.  Visited Bagdad in
March 1945, where he was not warmly received.
Atlended meeting of Arab rulers at Inshass in May
1946, Re-elected President [or a second term in
April 1948, After thar his popelarity declined
rapidly and he was incapable of appreciating the
progressive economic policy initiated by Khaled el
Azm later that year. He was armested by Husni Zaim
on 30th March, 1949, and resigned on 6th April
He has since then lived in Switzerland and Egypt
where he now Is.

A determined exponznt of pan-Amabism. Is some-
what slow and ponderous. Has not got a quick or
brilliant brain but has a good deal of wisdom.
Mennlly and physically he might not unfairly be
likened to an elephant. Made quite a good repre-
seatative head of State. Was regarded in the early
days of the war as pro-Axis and undoubtedly had
contacts with Axis representatives in the Levant,
bui this can probably be attributed to entire single-
nzis of purpose in the Arab cause. It was at one
time rumoured, but there is no proof. that he had
used his officia] position to advance his own financial
interests.  In 1945 and 1946 he co-operated well with
the British authorities and he almost certainly has a
sense of profound gratitede towards the British both

litically and personally. This is not to say that

e might not take a line opposed to British policy
if he thought Arab interests lay that way. 1Is not,
unnaturally, profoundly opposed to any suggestion
for a monarchical régime in Syria.

95. Rayyis, Hani

kﬂ:m about 1900, Sunm;hl!lauslun.h A “;ulgh}r
Aleppine property owner. wyer profession
and at ong ul:;t held the post of President of the
Ceort of Appeal in Lattakia.

A lo nding member of the Nationalist Party
under whose rule he was first appointed Mohafez
of Aleppo. Dismissed by the 's Party aflter
* their success in the elections of 1949, Although his
political sympathies are probably Nationalist he
resigned from the party immediately prior to (and
doubtless 1o [facilitate) his reappointment. by the
Shishakli régime. Resigned in April 1953,

A pleasant and sociable man of no particular
ability. Speaks no foreign language.

96. Rayyis, Munir

Born Hama in 1899, Sunni. Strong Nationalist.
Joined Palestine rebels in 1936 and became second
in command to Fauzi Qawekji, Appointed head of
the Secret Police (ie. political) by the Nlﬁmyliﬂ
Government in 1938 and in that capacity aided
Palestine rebels. Dismissed a few months later on
charges of brutality. Condemned to twenty years
prison and twenty years' banishment for plnnms”
against life of Bahij al Khatib (head of Council o
Directors) in 1939, but released in 1940 at interven-
tion of Italian Armistice Commission. Fled in June
1941 on Allied approach and broadcast for Germans
from Athens: returned to Syria at the end of 1945
is sole proprietor of the newspaper Liwa.

A dangerous agitator and intrigoer, associated with
the Arab Club, League of National Action.
Spearheaded the attacks in the Damascus press on
Syro-lragi union after the fall of Zaim, whom he had
fulsomely supported. Given his character, it is cer-
tain that the Saudi and Egyptian opponents of union
made it worth his while. A thoroughly contemptible,
venal and unscrupulous seoundrel.  Anglophobe.

97. Rifa'i Zafer, Dr.

Born about 1907. Sunni Moslem. An Aleppine,
of good family, but with no land of his own.
Married into the influential Aleppo family of Jebiri
in 194]. Doctor of law (Nantes, France—]934),
1938-41: held posis as district officer in Kamichle,
Jisr Shaghour and Nebk. Participated in Rashid
Ali Kilani's abortive attempt 10 seize power in Irag
in 1941. Escaped to Tur?t}-, thence to Germany.
Assisted in the foundation of the Arab National
Party. Supported the National bloe in 1934,
AJ:\pum:cd Minister for Foreign Affairs on 9th June,
1952, Resigned on formation of new Government in

Iu]gv 1953

peaks good French and German, Unimpressive
but not unintelligent, and showed himself genuinely
anxious to help the diplomuits,

98. Rikaby, Akram

Born 1900 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Son of
the late General Rida Pasha Rikaby, C.BE.
!‘_Gcivanlrénfr of Damascus after the British occupation
in

Educated in Irag and at Cambridge University
where he took a degree in agriculture. Member of
the Palestine Administration for some years. In
charge of the Arab Kadoori School of Agriculture
where he had the reputation of being efficient and
hard-working though difficult to deal with as he tried
to take too much under his wing. Appointed
Director-General of Mational Economy in 1945 but
resigned in 1946, Manager of Rafidain Bank
1949-50.  Appointed Director-General of Customs
in October 1950, Dismissed in June 1951 and
appointed Director-General of the Hejaz Railway,
Appointed Secretary-General of Agriculture (while
retaining charge of the Hejaz Railway) in 1952, Well
disposed to the United Kingdom and at the same
time a strong nationalist.

99. Sadat, Munir, Dr.

Born 1903 in Damascus. Moslem. Educated at
the Syrian University where he took a degres in
medicine. Later specialised in surgery in ?-‘rnm
Founder and owner of a well-known private hospital
in Damascus in which his wife, a Finn, handles much
of the administration. Politically he has frequently
changed horses in an effort to gain Parliament.
Originally a member of the old Liberal Party he clung
to the People’s Party when the two were fused,
Before elections, however, he deserted them and
joined an Independent list with Saadi Kailani (g.v.).
Appointed Director-General of Health in October
1950 and in that capacity visited England under
British Council auspices in 1951. Resigned his post
in December 1951 rather than take an oath not 1o
participate in politics. Much of the trouble in 1952
over the activities of foreign cultural and information
centres in Syria could be traced to the publicity
which surrounded the action of Dr. Sadat’s son who,
during a visit to the United States, was photographed
shaking hands in public with an Tsracli student.

Does not appear 1o be a man of outstanding
character or principle but nevertheless he does have
the knack of getting things done.

100. Sais, Mohammad, Colonel

hem 1912 in FLT;:ME‘ thmclm. [Br:_iju!i\' 14?3
commanded rmy Liberation Brigade. TIn

September 1948 he commanded an infantry battalion

and in January 1949 a Brigade. He was dismissed
from the army for his activities against the Zaim
régime, and was imprsoned in August 1949. He
was afterwards reinstated in the army and appointed
nnm attaché in Paris. In 1951 he became military
at in Washington. Al the end of 1952 he was
placed on pension having osiensibly reached the
retiring age: in fact he was dismissed for his
activitics against the Shishakli régime. He is now
reported to be in Irag or the Lebanon organising a
Free Syria Movement.

A report on this officer written in October 1950
stated that he was intelligent and able, dangerous
fanatical, feared within the army and the potential
centre of a coup o Evar.

101, Sshnaow, Jean -

Born about 1905 in Damascus, Greek Catholic of
humble extraction, one of seven brothers, all of whom
are now wealthy. Apmmd honorary Spanish Vice-
Consul in 1936 use prominent in Greek
Catholic circles was considered pro-Ttalian, but in
year following French collapse showed considerable
signs of being pro-British. In April 1o September
1941 waz Minister of Finance in Khalid al Azm’s
Government. During winter of 194142 was
engaged in large contracts for British army over
which he was not too well treated—but has never-
theless made a great deal of money. Represented
?rian Chamber of Commerce at the Commercial

onference held in Chicago in 1945, Left Damascus
in May for a lengthy private commercial tour of the
United Kingdom, Eump-c and the United States.
Hix visit 1o the United Kingdom was strongly backed
by the Department of Overscas Trade. Managing
director of Syrian Airlines and of big sugar and
companies and interested in the formation of a
National Bank. Although not a politician accepled
post as Minister of National Economy in Khalid al
Arm's Cabinet of December 1948 (which fell on
Ith March, 1949) and showed himself a progressive
and th tful Minister anxious to promote com-
mercial relations between Syria and the outside world.

Is an extremely unsatisfactory business man to
deal with, putting off any decision to the last possible
moment; amiable personality, close personal friend
of Khalid al Azm and open to social Aattery.

102. Sawwal, Hosni

Bom 1900 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Studied
at the American University of Beirut and afterwards
taught there until 1947 as Professor of Economics.
Counsellor at the Syrian Legation in Washington
194749 dunng which time he took his Ph.D. at

e Washington University. Appointed Secre-
tary-General of the Ministry of Mational Economy
in April 1949,

Acting Minister of National Economy after General
Shishakli's coup d'Efar of 29th November, 1951,
reverting o Secreétary-General on formation of
Government on 9th June, 1952,

One of the very few Syrian administrative officials
who can be counted on to give a balanced view on
some of the many economic problems affecting Syria.

He has a quiet, agreeable manner.

103, Sayigh, Maximos IV
Born in 1878 in Ale Archhishop of Tyre in
1919 and of Beirut in 1922, Elected Patriarch of
the Greek Catholic Church in the East in
succession to Moghabghab in October 1947 by the
Synod of the Creck Cathotic Church meeting at
*Ain Traz in the Lebanon. He is well liked by
the Greek Catholic community and has decided to
live in Damascus though he may spend a part of
his time in Cairo and Alexandria, where he has
es. Has on several occasions delivered anti-
Communist sermons and likes political intrigue.

47689
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104. Sha’alan, Fawwaz Amir

Born about 1907. Sunni Moslem. Grandson of
Muri, whom he succecded on latter’s death in 1942,
Even before he became chief, had a strong following
in the Ruwalla. Treacherously glew his rival and
cousin, Farhan bin Mashur, near Palmyra in April
1935. Has married both his sisters into Ibn Sand's
family, one to Iba Saud himself and the other to the
Amir Saud. These matches are looked upon by the
Bedouin as having a political significance in con-
nexion with the Wadi Sirhan grazing lands and the
Jaui Oasis, Was Deputy  1936-39 under the
Nationalist banner,

Dwuring the British blockade of Vichy Syria (1941)
conducted u remunerative contraband trade between
Transjordan and Syria. During Syrian campaign he
and the Ruwalla remained strictly neutral, although
the Vichy French gave them a number of arms, which
they largely surrendered on the Allied arrival in
Damascus. In 1942 he was given profitable con-
tracts by the British army. Elected Deputy for
Bedouins of Damascus area 1943, and again in 1947;
visited America at the time of the United Nations
Conference in San Francisco, April 1945, and spent a
month in England on his way back.

Played an important part in Ibn Saud’s covert
campaign against Syro-lraqi union after Colonel Sami
Hinnawi's coup ' Etar of August 1949, Vanished
from Syria shortly before the unsuccessful attempt
by a group of terrorists called the Arab Redemption
Society, whom he was probably financing on behalf
of King Ibn Saud, against the life of General
Shishakli (g.v.) in October 1950, Sometimes in
Damascus, but spends much of his time in Beirut
or abroad.

Like all Bedowin, a shameless money.seeker,
Despite the fact that much of his earlier life was
spent in Syrian and European cabarets, he is now
a more dignified character, respected by the other
tribal leaders and has become a leading forcs in
the desert. His close connexions with Ibn Saud
result in him being the only big tribal leader who is
definitely opposed to Greater Syria.

105. Shahin, George

Bomm 196 in Damascus. Greek Orthodox.
Educated in Damascus and took & post-graduate
course in Law in Paris. Practised as 8 lnwyer and
became the attommey for the Syrian Treasury. A
former member of the le's Party, he was a
Minister in the one-day Government of Ma'rul
Dawalibi (g.v.) (2Bth to 2%th Movember, 1951).
Appointed Minister of Finance in Government
formed in July 1953,

Speaks English and French and has a French wile.
Has a good reputation but is not a live wire.

106. Sharif, Thean

Born about 1892 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
Lawyer. French degree (d ritre d'édiranger). Secre-
tary of the People’s Party 1924. Member of the
Constituent Assembly 1928, when he held most
uncompromising Nationalist views.  Insisted on
standing for elections in 1932, thus nearly spoiling
the agreement with the High Commissioner’s
delegate.  Nationalist Deputy, 1932 and 1936,
Appointed Syrian member on Joint Higher
Commission for Common Interests with Lebanese,
January 1o September 1944, Mohafez of Aleppo,
September 1944 to May 1946, during which

riod he wae successful in preventing anv major
clash between and French, Earned the
gratitude of the Christian minorities for protecting
their interests, for which he was decoraed by
the Pope. Arpoinied first Syrian Minister to the
Turkish Republic. July 1946, Svrian representative
on Security Council Committee of Encuiry 1o Greece,
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January 1947. Appointed Syrian Minister 10 Gresce
in September 1947, A minor Nationalist leader, who
has, however, not been active for some time.
Recalled to Damascus in August 1949. Secretary-
general of the Republican Democratic (pro-Quwatly)
Party formed in February 1950, and now dissolved.
Opposed 1o the draft Constitution and method of
election as President of General Shishakli (July 1953),

A man of sincere convictions with a violent
temper.

107, Shatra, Mahmoud, Lieatenant-Colonel

A Circassian Moslem, born near Aleppo in 1913,
Became head of the Deuxiéme Bureau in 1950 and
Commander of the Bedouin Control Force in 1951.
He has had twenty years' service,

He s intelligent, crafty, reputedly anti-British and
wis believed to be close to General Shishakli until
arrested at the end of 1952 on a charge of implica-
tion in a plot against the régime.

108. Shattl. Shawkat

Bom aboot 1910 in Damascus. Sunni Moslem.
Secretary-General, Ministry of Health.

Doctor of medicine, and professor at School of
Mecdicine at the Syrian University. From 1949 :o
1951 he and his wife siudied English at the British
Council Centre in Damascus. He seems well dis-
pased towards the United Kingdom.

109, Shehabi, Mustafa Amir

Bomn in Damascus 1893,  Sunni Moslem. Of
Lebanese origin (Hasbaya). Cousin of Amir Bahjut
[gv.). Studied at one of the French schools in
Damascus, at Istanbul and at the Agricultural School
of Chaldns, France. Licutenant under Faisal and
Inspector of Agriculture. Took flight when Faisal
was forced to withdraw from Syria. Retumed to
Syria in 1923, when he was appointed Director of
State Domains, In 1934 his position as Director of
State Domains was suppressed and Shehabi was
attached to the Ministry of Agriculiure by Sheikh
Taj ed Din. In 1935 he was one of the directors of
the Damascus Exhibition, and in 1936 (February to
December) was Minister of Education under Ata Bey
Ayoubi. He accompanied the Syrian delegation to
Paris for the negotiation of the Franco-Syrian Treaty
(1936). Mohafez of Aleppo (February 1937 to March
1929) under the Cabinet of Jamil Mardam, after
which he went into retirement, devoting his lime to
compiling an Armabic-Freoch botanical dictionary.
Appointed Minister of Finance in the Jemil i
Government on Sth January, 1943, Resigned on
personal grounds on 17th March, 1943, Was
appointed Minister of Finance, National Econom
and Ravitaillement in Ata Ayoubi's m
Government, March to August 1943, Mohafez of
Lattakia 1943 1o 1945, Secretary-General of Prime
Mimster's Office, December 1945 to June 1946.
Appointed  Mohafez of Aleppo;, June 1946 1o
January 1948, when he was transferred to Lattakia
as Mohafez. Minister of Justice in Muhsin Barnzi®s
Cabinet of June 1949,

Appointed Syrian Minister to Cairo in June 1951,
and raised to rank of Ambassador there in 1952, Is
also accredited 10 Jedda,

Enjoys reputation as a man of probity and drive.
An agreeable personality, modest m demeanour but
can be very obstinate.

110. Shishakli, Adib, Brigadier-General

Born 1901 in Hama. Moslem. Took part in the
Hama revolt against the French in 1925 and in 1945
deserted the French forces and joined the Syrian army.
leamlim Cnm_m::sjdur in 1948 and i:d lml;n.-r d:
that vear appomnted second-in-comma a
Took part in Husni Zaim's coup o Evat of 0th hg:vh
1949, Appointed Director-General of Police and

Security soon after, and promoted to rank of licut.-
colonel a few days later. Leader of the Parti
Populaire Syrien in the army, Shishakly fell foul of
Husni Zaim when the latter made him hapd over
Antoun Saade, head of the P.PS., to the Lebanesce
authorities in July 1949, after lum had been
granted to Saade in Syria. As a result of their quarrel
he was first relegated to the appontment of Com-
mandant de la Place, Aleppo, then offered the post
of Military Attaché, Jedda, which he refused, and
finally dismissed by Zaim at the end of July.
Reinstated by the late Colonel Hinnowi after the
latter’s successful coup against Husni Zaim and
appointed commander of the 1st Brigade. On 1%th
December, 1949, Shishakli took matters into his own
hands and in collaboration with Akram Hourani
{g.v.) organised a successful coup (he called it * dis-
ciplinary action ) against Hinnawi. Shishakli, an
avowed Republican, accused Hinnawi of plotting 1o
bring about union with Iraq. Became Deputy Chief
of the General Staff on the day of his coup. Since
then he managed to maintain a firm contral on the
pelitical situation in Syria. Bacame Chief of Staff in
Agpril 1951. Following a duel for power between the
army and the politicians led by People’s Party,
Shishakli staged a coup o Erar on 29th November,
1951, imprisoning the newly-formed Government of
Ma'ruf Dawalibi (¢.v.) and leading People’s Party

oliticians and installing Brigadier-General Fawzi

lo {g.v.) as Head of State and Prime Minister: the
Secretaries-General of Ministries became acting
Minisicrs. Shishakli remained Chief of Staff. During
the carly part of 1952 he paid official visits to the
Lebanon, Jordan and Sapdi Arabia. He had great
difficulty in geuting political support for the military
regime but managed to form a Government.of * new
men"” on Sth June, 1952; later became Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior. He
promoted himself to brigadier-general on the 1st of
April, 1953, and, as a result of a referendum, was
clected President on July 10. There was no other
candidate.

He is marmied and has eight children. At first
glance a guiet, shy little man, he is inclined 1o get
tough after a drink or two and, as a result,
thoroughly enjoys an evening’s carousing in the
cabarets, Although outwardly pleasant and amicable
he is shrewd, very cunning and ruthless. He is out
to strengthen his own position and sees in any pro-
ject for closer association between Syria and her
Hashimite neighbours a threat to his own position.

111. Shiash, Emir, Colonel

Born 1910 in Deir-ez-Zor. A Moslem. In 1949
he commanded an Infantry Battalion. In 1950 he
was Commandant of the Homs Mikitary Academy.
In 1951 he commanded a Brigade. Hée was made
Assistant Chief of Staff in November 1951,

He is a pleasant well-mannered officer with no
force of character. Popular with his brother officers
;ﬂhi I‘Fﬂ?i mhthﬁa Téglm:. hg-k' l]';e trusted by General

1, Wi 5 mace m 15
Speaks fluent French. DR 8 e,

112, Showra, Munir
Born 1910, Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Son of a
Damascus chemist.  Married. with three children,
Has the degree of Doctor of Medicine of Damascus
University. Also sudied surgery in Paris. A
I:;:!’Hﬂ:‘: in the Damascus School of Medicine since
2 prominent supporter of the military régime
and head of the Damascus branch
Liberation Movement. i

113. Shukair, Fuad Shawkat, Brigadier-General

A Druze, born in Lebanon in 1910, In 1950 he
became Head of the Fourth Bureau and Administra-
tive Assistant 10 the Chief of Swaff. In 1952
made liewtenant-colonel and Officer Commanding,

4th Liwa. Appointed Chief of Staff by General
Shishakli in July 1953,

He is said 1o be honest and is known to be an
asiute businessman with considerable experience. of
negotiating for arms purchases, in which connexion
he paid visits during 1951 to France, Germany and
Switzerland and obtained substantial quantities of
arms, mostly from France. He is a close confidant
of General Shishakli, He is strongly pro-French and
speaks fluent French but no English.

114. Shoqairi, Ahmed

Born in 1906 in Acre. Moslem.  He is married,
with two children. His father was the Grand Mufti
of Palestine before Haj Amin Husseini, with whom
he is not on good terms. He is a graduate both of
the American University in Beirut and of London
University. He is a lawyer and ised for some
time before  becoming inte in itics.  He
speaks English, Turkish and French. Now Assistant
Secretary-General of the Arab League and has the
reputation of bzing a voluble and mnting orator.
U romising on any Arab Nationalist theme,
¢sp9c|aj} the Palestine question. A member of the
y nn delegation to the 1952 session of the United
Malions,

115. Sibai, Mustafa Shaikh

Born in Homs about 1915, Moslem. Studied at Al
Arhar University, Cairo, where he was when Rashid
Ali's rebellion took place. He was accused of having
distributed a circular in Cairo calling on  the
Egyptian pcuﬁvl: 10 support the movement, was
mdhyt;ﬁE n police and detained for
some two months wit I: deported from Egyvpt
and interned by the British nur.hec?t?lha in Paks%r;:
at Sarafand for seven months.  Repatriated 1o Syria,
where he was again interned for two vears, first at
Mich-Mich and then at Rashia; released carly 1945,
when he began to take a strong interest in the
Moslem Brethren. Since 1946 he has been dirsctor
of the Arab Institute in Damascus (a school run by
the Moslem Brethren). He is controller-general
of the Moslem Brethren in both Syria and the
Lebanon, and was one of the principal editors of El
Manar newspaper, the mouthpicce of the Moslem
Brethren until its suppression in April 1949 FE)
Manur reappeared in November 1949,

Elected to the Constituent Assembly in November
1949 as chiel tative of the newly-formed
Islamic Socialist Front (= Maoslem ren} of
which he is the main spokesman. In 1950 together
with Muhammad Mubarak (g.v.) publicly advocated
a rapprochement with the Soviet Union. A
vehement ranting orator who appeals to the masses,
Imprisoned by General Shishakli carly in 1952 when
he and Muhammad Mubarak (¢.v.) showed signs of
preparing to call out the mobs ostensibly in support

of Egypt but really to upset or embarmass the
régime,

116, Sidawi, Wadi’

Born Damascus 1907. Greek Orthodox. Took
law degree, Damascus 1925, Worked as assistant for
soventeen years to Yusuf el Tsa on the
Alef Ba. and in 1942 bought Al Kifah from rnplz
Said, but abandoned it in early 1943 10 its original
roprietor . editor of El Nasr.  Speaks English and
rench. Was pro-Allied during the second world
war but has since developed a for money which
results in his per vilifying anvone or an
Government for a sufficient payment. In the ﬂrsthaﬁ'
of 1948 El Nawr was pa larly anti-British over
Palestine, and closely followed the chan in
g:.'mmtl-f“m E.’I‘l'ﬂm'lﬂ'il n?! news. The ;dmt ummni

im brought an era unprmedﬂl! perity fon
Sidawi. E[ Naw became one of the mml mauth.
pieces of the dictator and it is more than likely thar
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Sidawi’s present financial independence is the oulcome
of his wholehearted support of Zaim. He has
undoubtedly some ability as a journalist and his
paper has the highest sales in Damascus. His oppor-
tunism has become even more apparent lauterly. His
paper has oflen taken a fellowstraveller line. 1t has
been alleged that he receives money [rom the Soviet
Legation and the Banque de Syrie. Em ploys one or
two, well-known fellow-travellers as sub-editors.

117. Selo, Fawzi, Ma,

Bormn about 1895, Moslem from Hama. Coms
mandant Homs Military School in February 1947.
In July 1948 made Joint Operational Commander of
the Ist and 2nd Brigades on the Palestine front. Head
of Syrian delegation during the Syro-Israeli Armistice
negotiations in 1949,  Appointed Director-General of
Ministry of National ce in April 1950,  Minister
of MNatonal Defence in the Cabinets formed by
Nazim Qudsi on 4th June, 1950, by Khalid al Azm
on 27th March, 1951, and by Hassan Hakim (g.v.)
on 9th Augest, 1951, The real power lay in the
hands of Brgadier-General Adib Shishakh (g.v.).
Following the latier’s coup o Evar of 29th November
General Silo was appointed Head of State and
Prime Minister, and on the formation of a new
Government on %th June, 1952, he retained these
posis. Promoted to major-general on 151 April, 1953,
Resigned on July 11, following election of General
ii]hhrs?mkli as President, and went to Mecca for the

ijj.

He did not give the impression of being either
intelligent or trustworthy and he is probably xeno-
phobe at heart.  Although little more than a puppet
he took his high position very seriously.

118. Stati, Georgis

Bom about 1884. Of Homs. Syrian Catholic
Bishop of Damascus (1933), Mot a fanatical
Christian, ife., he can bear sight of Christians not
members of his church. Is an-ardent delender of
the * minorities " cause, Generally esteemed. Pro-
British during the Vichy régime.

119, Sultan, Abdol Raouf

Born 1901 in Damascus, Sunni Moslem. Graduate
of Syrian University, and began law practice in 1925,
1926: appointed magistrate in Aleppo; later sat in
Magistrates” Court in Damascus, until promoted to
higher courts. Resigned from Supreme Court when
subjected to pressure by the milifary régime carly
in 1952, Apfuinmﬂ Secretary-General of Ministry
of Justice in 1952 and was deemed straightforward,
efficient and reputedly incorruptible. Dismissed in
August 1953,

120. Swrur, Hayyil Shaikh

Born in 1913, Educated by private teachers in
Beduin encampment. In 1947 he inherited from his
father, Auda Surur, the leadership of the Musaid
tribe which is the largest Beduin in the Jebel
Druze district. He was exiled the French in
]QMMlm}urnediqtimcmbcelmaduan
in the Syrian Parlisment of 1937. The French
would not allow him, however, to take his scat on
the grounds that he was too young. In 1939 he
migrated with his tribe to Transjordan to avoid fur-
ther trouble with the Mandatory Power. Failed in
the Syrian elections of 1943 but succeeded in 1947,
In 1948 he led his tribesmen into Palestine and sue-
ceeded in hnl:dinf‘ Lgddn and Ramlch for several

r

weeks until orces  from  Transj took
over. Alth serving under the J ian Com-
mand he was the only Beduin leader to take an active

ninmffgmn‘mhm‘mmﬁﬂm
menl whose troops not succeeded
mnﬂumyﬂ'm‘tﬁm-ﬂmdhimmhh
relurn o Damascus. He then joined the Popular
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Party in opposition to Shukn Quwatly and the
MNationalists. He attem to lead all Beduin
Deputies into the opposition but failed.

He was arrested by Zaim in April 1949 and
remained in prison for several weeks.

Elected to Constituent Assembly in November
1949. Held in custody for over a month in 1953
ostensibly on a charge of being mixed up in
smuggling. but in fact on suspicion of political
activily against the régime.

He is shrewd, witty and possesses much common
sense. He is openly pro-Bntish. His personal con-
duct is strictly regulated by Beduin ethics.

121. Soweiti, Malatios

Born abour 1907 in Damascus, Educated at the
Greek Orthodox Community School in Damascus,
Entered the Church at an early age, and on com-
pletion of his higher education was sent 10
Alexandria as a deacon where he remained for ten
vears, with the exception of four years spenil in
theological and language studies at Athens,

From Egypt he moved to the United States, and
durinﬁ his stay of three years visited many States.
The United Staies being a part of the See of Antioch,
the three years he spent there made him eligible for
election to the Bishopric. He was elected during his
absence there and was elevated immediately upon
his return.  Is now uty Patriarch.

Speaks English and French well i

A friendly, tolerant man. Popular with the
L:iungcr members of the community on account of

is broadmindedness and progressive outlook on
social affairs.

122, Taba’a, Azzat, Lieuntenant-Colonel
Damascene by birth. About 40 vears of age. A

doctor of medicine. Formerly head of the Military
Hospital ai Mezzé and now Military Controller of
the Office of Press and Propaganda and Director of
Army Health Services.

An intelligent and capable member of the small

p of Shishakli’s trusted heutenants. Diplomatic

ut determined. Has been assigned the formidable
task of reorganising a venal and unscrupulous press
in keeping with the other social reforms the régime
has undertaken. Visited Britain in 1947, Not ill-
disposed to Britain but of necessity su the
régime in its outlook towards all affairs involvin
Britain and the Middle East. Speaks French wel
and a lile English. Not given to hard work and is
invariably suffering from the effects of the night
before.

Possesses literary talent and is regarded locally as
something of a poet.

Tahsin, Said
u%.om 1904. Damascus. Sunni Moslem. Privately

educated. At one time employed as a teacher in
Ba, in elementary schools.
ident of * Am Sociiz_nt Fine Arm.”

Father-in-law of Walid , former " chef du
Protocole " at the Ministry of Foreign Alffairs. now
First Secretary in Madrid. Known to be an ardent
fellow-traveller and prominent member of local
“ Peace " Commiltee. Attended the Warsaw Con-
ference and has recently been active in produc
anti-Western cartoons for Communist-spo
local newspapers and magarines.

124, Tallas, Assad .
Born in Aleppo about 1905, Sunni Moslem.
Educated a1 Fuad 1 University, Cairo. and later
studied in France. Took up teaching and
then obtained & in the Syrian Ministry
of Forcign Affnirs and became head of the
Administrative Section. Was at one time Director
of Consular Affairs and served in diplomatic posts
abroad including Tehran and Athens, where he was

chargé d'affaires, While at Athens he was appointed
Syrian member of the United Nations Commission in
Greece.  On his retum to Syria he was given a post
in the Legal Department of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs.

Tallas accompanied Adel Arslan (g.v.) to Bagdad
on an official mission during Zaim's régime and while
there secretly discussed with the Iragis the possibility
of overthrowing Zaim and bringing - about closer
relations between Syria and Irag.  On his return to
Damascus he began to work upon the late Colonel
Hinnawi, 1o whom he was related marringe
and on whom he exerted a powerful influence. Zaim
offended Tallas by transferring him to & minor post
in the Ministry of Education in July and this st
Tallas firmly and fnally against him. Following
Hinnawi's successful coup o Erar against Zaim, Tallas
became Secr -General of the Ministry for Foreign
Affairs and exploited his position to promote Syro-
Iragi union, m‘l:i: the rather stupid Hinnawi as a tool
for this purpose. His career was abruptly interrupted
on 19th December by the anti-Hinnawi coup carried
out by General Adib Shishakli and Tallas,
after taking refuge in the Iragi Legation, fled 1o
Bagdad via Beirut. He continues to remain a refuges
in Bagdad.

125, Taraz, Falak (Miss)

Born about 1915, Comes of an old and respecied
family of Turkish origin. Her father was a Gov-
ermnment official during Ottoman dayvs and a land
owner on & modest scale. She is well educated and
has absorbed French culture to a i degree nol
only in her education but also in the course of her
frequent sojourns in Paris. She gives the appearance
of being mﬁndcpnudent means and spends most of
her time in lecturing and writing. Was formerly
a regular weekly broadcaster over Radio Damascuos
where she spoke on sociclogy and allied subjects.
She is something of an idealist and is usually con-
sidered as one of the leaders of a small group of
Damascus intelligenrsig.  She has devoted consider-
able efforts 1o the organisation of the * Partisans
of Peace ™ in Syria and visited Warsaw as a delegate
0 the Peace Conference in 1950, She has been
largely responsible for the building up of the move-
ment in Svria until her disagreement in June 1951
with the Committee, as & result of which her con-
nexions with it have been allegedly cut. She denies
membership of the Communist Party but she was
always known for her Leftist tendencies prior to her
notoriety as a " Peace Partisan,” and is certainly a
fellow-traveller,

126. Tayyara, Sami

Born in Homs. Sunni Moslem. Age about 47.
Comes of a_humble family. Took a degree in
medicine in France. Member of Akram Hourani's
Arab Socialist Party and of the Liberal Republican
bloe in Parhament. Appointed Minister of Health
and Acting Minister of Public Warks in the Cabinet
fnnw::d by Khalid al Azm on 27th March, 1951,
Appointed Minister of Edueation in Government
fi on 9th June, 1952, Resigned on formation
of new Government in July 1953, Seems well
disposed towards United Kingdom, which he
rg.su_fd as a British Council visitor at the end of

127. Tillawi, Said

Born in Homs, 1912, Sunni Mosicin. A distant
relative by marriage of ex-President Quwatli by
whom he wus appointed as a secretary at the
Presidency in 1943, Removed from this post in

1945 by Muhsin Barazi, then Secretary-General of
the Presidency, for exploiting his position. Took to

i.llm_m 4 partner in a newspaper subsidised
g}f Quwatli and later took over another pro-Quwatli
paper El Falha. Imprisoned by Husni Zaim after

the first coup o Etar but co-operated with the régime
after his release. When the People’s Party came 1o
power Tillawi was in trouble again and was
imprisoned for offences against the Press Law. His
paper 15 now regarded as the wnofficial mouthpiece
of General Shishakli's régime and as such receives
financial and moral support. Tillawi attacks Britain
regularly and unscrupulously; when short of
material he twrns his attentions to the United States
and France. He also atiacks I and the friend-
ship of the Hashemites with Britain. He employs
a fellow-traveller as editor. His paper is a disgrace
even by Arab standards.

Tillawi is loud and uncouth, drinks to excess and
his morals cause maised evebrows even amongst his
colleagues.

128, Trabulbsi, lzzat

Born 1913, Damascus. Sunni Mosiem. Graduate
of Lycée Franco-Arabe, and of School of Law of
Syrian University. Obtained a doctorate of law and
a certificate in political science at Paris. Practised
law, 1934 to 1938. In 1938 appointed to Ministry
of Finance, [1946~1947: lecturer on finance st
School of Law, Damascus. 19%48: Government
representative at Exchange Control Office. Now
Secretary-General, Ministry of Finance.

Author of two books. one on agricultural develop-
ment in Syna (in French), the other on finance.

No political affiliations. An able and influential
civil servanL

129. Ustuwani, Ibrahim, Dr.

Moslem. Born 1906 in Damascus of a good
family with a legal tradition. Married. Studiced
economics and law at the Syrian University, the
Sorbonne, and the University of Vienna. Spent some
years in Austria, and on his return here was
employed at the Austrian Consulate in Damascus.
Appointed Honorary Austrian Consul here in 1939.
Left Syria during the war years returning in 1945,
when he was a winted Director-General of Political
Affairs ot the m;g of Foreign Affairs. In 1949
he became Secretary-General of the Ministry. During
this period he was friendly and helpful to the lega-
tion, who found him hard-working. honest and
;ﬂi;;::m. IA: :heh end of 1949 he left and went into

usiness for a short time, but was appointed Syri
Consul-General in the Federal German Rtpu:l]:?llg
1950. He is reputed to find the Austrians much
nui_:r to his taste than the Germans,

fe is not known to have taken part in an
political activities. He speaks French, iI,I'Ean,g;lish :m]ir
fluent German.

130, Zaim, Muhammad Said
Aged about 50. Born in Hama. Sunni Moslem.

Resides in Aleppo. Proprietor of a textile f
and prominent industrialist, S

{23

L’_)ngmul];._' a member of the Nationalist Party but
until now his political activities have been behind the
SCEnes.

After acting as secretary to the Aleppo Chamber
of Commerce, he has for the past few years been
vice-president.  He has taken a leading part in com-
mercial life in Aleppo and was last year president
of the Aleppo Rotary Club. At a meeting of the
Congress of Arab Chambers of Commerce, Industry
and Agriculture in the Lebanon last December he
countered anti-British smtements by delegates by
pointing out that both Syria and the Lebanon owed
their independence largely to the British.

Reputed to have made a fortune out of army con-
tracts during the last war.

Appointed Minister of Finance on 9th June, 1952,
let‘.sszlgncd on formation of new Government in July

He is quiet and hard working, a prolific writer
and n;ptak:r on commercial matters and is essentially
sound.

131. Zainuddin, Farid

Born about 1905. A Druse of Lebancse origin.
Studied at American University, Beirut, specialising
in cconomics, and later comuinued hi; studies in
England and Franc: (Doctor of Law, Paris, 1932),
Acquired Syrian  natiomility and joined the
Natiomalist bloc. In July 1938  appointed
Assstant Urder-Secretary of State in the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs. After fall of Nationalist
Government, went to Beirut. Was s prominent
memoer of the Arab Club in Damascus, t:c centre
of pro-Nazi intrigue. In 1940-41 is believed 1o have
been go-setween for the Ttalian Arm'stice Comm's-
sion and Shukri Quwath. Arrested by Allies and
interned wntil 1943, Dircctor-General of Supply,
January o Novem'er 1944. Syrian representative
on General Supply Council, March 1944, Expert io
Symn_ delegation to UN.O. Conference at San
Francisco, April 1945.  Syrian representative of
Preliminary Committee and member of delegation
to U.N.O. Con’erence in London, November 1945.
Is believed to have lined his pockets while in
Ministry of Su pﬂ: Appointed Minister to Moscow
in 1947, Member of Syrian delegation to UN.O.
April_and September 1947, and again in 1950,
Appointed Head of the Permanent Syrian Delega-
tion to the United Nations in June 1951 in place of
Faris al Khouri (¢.v.). When the permanent delega-
tion was mmp-unrilg abolished at the end of 1951,
he was appointed Syrian Minister in Washington,
but was later reappointed head of the reconstituted
giclc%uun_. Appointed Minister (later Ambassador)
in ashington on 20th October, 1952, being
accredited also to Mexico in November,

Is xenophobe in | and in the past was
pronouncedly Anglophobe : his attitude towards the
British now is not clear, but he has not ceased to
resent his internment in Mich-Mieh. He and his wife
speak excellent English and French.
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SYRIA : HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

Mr. Montagu-Pollock to Sir W, Churchill. (Received June 15)

{(No. 82. Confidential) Damascus,
Sir, May 26, 1953.

With reference to Damascus despatch
No. 106 (19020/1/52) of the 1st July, 1952,
I have the honour to transmit to you here-
with the Annual Report on Heads of
Foreign Missions accredited to Syria.

2. 1 am sending copies of this despatch to
Her Majesty's Representatives at Beirut,
Cairo and Bagdad.

I have, &c.
W. H. MONTAGU-POLLOCK.

Heads of Foreign Missdons in Syria

(Passages marked with an asterisk are reproduced
from previous reports.)

(t=formerly Minister.)

Argenting
Sr. Carlos Alberto Leguizamon, Minister.
November, 1952.)

He was [or some time (until June 1952} Minister-
Counsellor at the Argentine Embassy in London.
Very [riendly and speaks good Enghsh. His wife
is Swedish. He has made it clear that he has little
liking for the Peronisia régime.

(20th

Brazil

Sr. Mario Santos, Minister. (3rd July, 1952)

I understand that his last post was Canberra, but
that this 15 his first appointment as Minister. He
has never called on me, and [ therefore hardly know
him. [ gather from my diplomatic colleagues that his
general behaviour is distinetly odd.

ﬂ. le Général Ali Naguib, Ambassador. (10th
December, 1952.)

A brother of the Egyptian Prime Minister. During
the most difficult moments in Anglo-Egyptian rela-
tions, he has always gone out of his way to show
friendlingss to me: and | believe that he sincerely
desires relations between our two countries.
Speaks English but understands it with difficulty.

France

M. Jacques Emile Paris. Ambassador.t
September, 1952))

*Comes from Sofia and has not iously served
in the Middle East. Tt is often dimt objectively
to judge one’s French mﬂmgucs in Damascus, owing
to the deep-rooted French suspicion of British
motives in Syria. Though he has considernble
charm of manner, he has yet to give me a single
E’:::e of information or of advice of interest or value.

th he and his wife, who is a daughter of a former

(Tth

secretary-general of the Belgian Foreign Ministry,
siscnd a large part of their time in Beirut and are
clearly bored by Damascus, where most of the work
of the French Legation seems to be performed by the
counsgellor. (Wniten in 1951.)

German Federnl Republic

M. Hans Joachim von der
(14th October, 1952.)

He was well known in Egypt for some years before
the war and 1 understand that while ostensibly
representing a German engineering firm and allegedly
having a penchant for desert explomation, he was
in fact preparing the way for the German Long-
Range Desert Group. [ find him intelligent and
agreeable. His Swedish wife is  particularly
charming.

Esch, Minister.

Holy See

Monsignor Pappalardo. (21st May, 1953.)

The hrst Papal represemtative accredited here.
Wis previously in a similar post for some eight
years in Teheran. 1 have only just met him.

lrﬁ. Moussa Shabandar, Minster. (2Tth June,
1950.)

*Smooth and outwardly friendly. Has shown
himself rcady to co-operate with this embassy by
exchangmg mformation. Has a Lebanese wife.
(Written in 1951.)

He i now Iragi Ambassador-designate (o
Washington.

Italy

Sr. Paolo Cortess, Minister. (8th MNovember,
1952.)

Friendly but unimpressive.

Persia

Mr. Morteza Mochfegh Kazemi. Minister. (2%9th
Decemnber, 1949.)

*Friendly if uninspiring. Married. (Written in

1950.)
*| learm from Syrian officials that he has been
caught out trafficking in gold. (Wnitten in 1951.)

Sandi Arabia

Shaikh Abdul Azir Ibn
(14th August, 1952))

*Doven of the corps. Although he nominally
lives in Damascus, he spends most of the winter in
Beirut. Speaks no European langoage. A [rail
sick man who looks, and behaves, like a living
corpse.  (Written in 1951.)

Zawd, Ambassador.{

Turkey

M. Celal Tevfik Karasapan, Minister. (13t Decem-
ber, 1952.) 3

He has spent most of his service in Near or Middle
Eastern posts. s always anxious to
this embassy.
Libva.

te with
Expects to be transferred shortly to
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United Siates

Mr. James 5. Moose, Jr,
September, 1952.)

He has served in a wide variety of Middle Eastern
posts and was previonsly here as Counséllor, [ have
always found him most sensible and co-operative.
His wife is an agreeable lady.

Ambassador (30th

Yugoslavia

M. Mihailo Javorski, Minister. (7th February,
1952.)

*A Bosnian, aged about 35. Mamed. Has

hitherto worked in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
He gives the impression of P‘n:ing a fr'hmd]:. and
intelligent colleague. (Written in 1952.)

Resident in Beirot

(Those marked with a dagger have secretaries or
attachés resident in Damascus.)
Belgium |
M. Fernand Seynaeve, Minister,
1952.)

(2nd October,

Chile
Sr. Fovad Saade, Chargé d"Affaires ad interim

Crechoslovakia )
M. Josel Pk, Chargé d'Affaires ad inrerim.
(3rd January, 1953.)

Greece

M. George Seferiades, Minister. Has not yet
presented his credentials
Mexico :

M. José¢ C. Valades, Minister. (l4th October,
1952))

Soviet Union
M. Vassili Afanassievitch
(3rd March, 1951.)

Belyaev, Minister.

Spain
Tharquis de Castro de Torres, Minister.
May, 1949.)

(21st

Switzerband
IQLIJ-'. Franz. Kappeler, Minister. (Sth Janouary,
1951.)
Resident in Cairo
Austria

Dr. Robert Friedinger-Pranter,
February, 1952.)

(Tth

Minister.

Ethiopia
Vacant

Netherlands

:-! Cnoop Koopmans, Minister. (24th January,
1252)
Morway

M. Francis Irgens, Minister.
1948.)

(6th December,

Poland
M. Jan Drohovowski, Minister.

Has not yet
presented his credentials.

Sweden
M. Nils Gustaf Weidel, Minister. (10th April,
1952.)
Resident in Bagdad
Afghanixtan
M. Abdul-Samad Khan, Minister. (4th Septem-
ber, 1952.)




